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HRS CREST EST RN A RS 
CarIST the People's CovENAN TT, Sc. 
$41, kli. 6. --- I will give thee for a Covenant of the People. 
| You may hear what Miniſters will fay ; but 
at is a Matter of ſmall Moment, and it is but a poor 
rand, if you be only come to hear what a poor, mor- 
|, ſinful Fellow-creature will ſay to you. Little Mat- 
+ what we ſay, if God himſelf do not ſpeak in to your 
arts. Therefore, 2. You may hear what God ſays to 
du: This is a Matter of great Moment, for God's ſpeak- 
jo can make us both hear and live, tno we were as deaf 
Stocks, and as dead as Stones. He ſpake the old Cre- 
jon out of Nothing, and he can ſpeak a new Creation 
ut of us, who are worſe than Nothing. Indeed it will 
2 Wonder, if he do not ſpeak terrible Things in 
ighteouſneſs unto us, becauſe of our Sins; and real, 
he ſpeak to us out of Chrift, it will be dreadful. 
herefore, 3. You may come to hear what God ſays to 
hrift, and this is of the greateſt Moment of all. To 
ear what Miniſters ſay to the Congregation, is a little 
ing; to hear wliat God fays to you, is a great Thing. 
but to hear what God ſays to Chrift, 1s one of the grea- 
ft Things that can be heard. God in his Word ſpeaks 
the Sons of Men, and perhaps you have noticed that: 
but he ſpeaks alſo to the Son of God, to his Eternal 
Won ; and perhaps that is what you have little noticed 
this Day. Why, what ſays he to Chrift ? Is it any 
hing that we the People are concerned wich? Yea, 
hat he ſays to Chriſt is of the greateſt Concern to us, 
nd it 1s this, I will give Thee for a Covenant of the People. 
„ migat the Great and Eternal Father ſay to his Great 
nd Eternal Son, who is one God with him and the E- 
mal Spirit, Yonder is a Company of People meeripg 


Digferncline about a Communion-tablc, with a View 


Y dear Friends, if your Ears be open, there are 
three Things that you may hear this Day, 1/2. 
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to the ſcaling of the Covenant; but their Work will he 
to little Purpoſe, if they view not TREE, my below 
Son, to be the Spring, the Spirit, the Life, the All gf 
the Covenant: Their Cove: att wil be but a poor By 
in wiFout THe ; and therefore, Bhold, I will gi 
THEE, for a Covenant of the People O a ſweet Saying y 
ever was ſaid in the Worid ! and ro Wonder, for t 
Part of a Sermon whereof God himſelt is the Preache, 
and Chriſt is the Text, and the Spirit is the Voice tha 
conveys it. If we had much of this Spirit wich us, ve 
wight ſee how ſweetly this glo ions Preacher handles 
this we". derful Text, from the Beginning of the Chap. 


ter: O how ſweetly does he ſpeak of him in the firſt for 


Verſes! and how ſweetly does he ſpeak to him from the 
5th Verſe and downward ! Fr, How ſweetly does he 
ſpcak of him, Behold my Servant whom I 25 hold, mine El 
in whom: my Soul delightcth, &c. Thar Chriſt is the Sub 
here treated of, you need not quettion, if you compare 
this arſt Verſe with Marth. 12. 18. Where Ch iſt ex 
preſly applies it ro himſelf: And now, when the Father 
bere 1.cak* of Chriſt, every Word is a Word of Com. 
mendation ; tic -ommends him for a good Servant in his 
Mediatory Work, Behold my Servant, &c. He commend; 
bim for a well qualified Saviour, 1have put my Sprit i. 
07: 13/79 , and he ſhall bring forth Judgment to the Gentiles: He 
comraends him for a meek Saviour, He ſhad not cry, &c 
v. ©, He commends him for a tenderhearted Saviour, 4 
bruifed Reed ſhall he not break, &c. v 3. He commends 
him for an able Saviour, that will through his Work 
maugre all Impediments, He ſbal not fail, &c. v. 4. and 
the Jes ſha} wait jor his Law; the Iſle of Britain not er- 
cepred, and not forgetting Scotland in the North- end cf 
it. 2 How ſweetly does he ſpeak to him from v. 5, 0. 
And here notice both the Divine Preface to this Part of 
the Sermon, and then the Divine Diſcourſe. I. Tue 
Preface, ſhewing the glorious Dignity of the Preacher, v 
5 Thas faith the Lord Here the glorious IEHOVYAH is 
commending himſelf, as it well ſets him and none but 
him to do. Who is it that is ſpeaking ? It is the * 
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CET. - 
the great Lord of Heaven, Earth, and Mankind; It is 
the Lord of all che Heavens that is ſpeaking, he that cre- 
ated che Heavens and ſtretched them out; It is the Lord 
of all the Earth that is ſpeaking, he that ſpread forth 
me Earth and that u hi ch cometu out of ir; It is the 
Lord of all Mankind that is ſpeaking, He that gives 
Breath unto the People upoa it, and Spirit to them that 
dell therein: Why then, he is the God that hath Au- 
wority to male the following Covenant with the Meſſi- 
ah, and give a Commiſſion to him. Therefore, 2. No. 
tie tue . Diicoarſe itſelf, and what he fays to 
Criſt, v 6. I the Lord have called thee, &c. He had ſpo- 
ren ſweetly of him, and here he ſpeaks as ſweetly to 
him; and in this Speech 1s opened up to us the great 
Myſtery of the Covenant of Redemption betwixt the 
Father and the Son from Eternity, and the Opening 
thereof in Time makes it a Covenant of Grace to us. 
And here we may fe ſeveral Parts of the Indenture he 
binds and ob. iges hi nfelf unto. 

Tae ff Piece of the Iadenture is, I. have called thee 
in Rizhtcouſneſs Here is the Vocation , he takes not this 
Gfice of being Mediaror upon him, without being called 
thereto; and God allied nim tnereto in Righteouſne h, 
he was rightly called, for the Right of Redemption tell 
into his Hand he was rightly called, for he was able for 
th? Work, and fit for it; he was rigatly called, for 

e was willing to the Work, and voluntarily offered 
himſelf, Lo, I come, &c. He was rightly called; for as 
Gel did him no Wrong, fo he did nimſelf rigut, and 


The {econd Piece of the Iodenture is, I will bald thing 
Ez; that is another Thi ig he ſays to him: Go, ſays 
be, and I' hold thee by Hand all the Way, I'll bear 
die Expences of that hard Service: Chriſt goes this 
Warfare cn God's Charges, he bears equal Burden in 
ine Work of our Redemption. We are Fools in gur 
Love, if w2 love not the Father as well as the Son. Fne 
arce zlorious Perſons of the adorable Trinity had all 
ne WII to it, and they go Hand in Hand abont it, 7 
vill Hold tim II. The 


provided for the Glory of all his Perfections in tnis Way. 
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The third Piece of the Indenture, or the other Thing 


he ſays to Chriſt, is, 7 will keep thee; I, ſays the great 
IEHOvAR to the God Man Mediator, I will keep thee 
when the Sins of an Ele& World ſhall all meet upon 
thee ; when the Curſes of the Law, the Terror of Jy. 
ſtice, the Vengeance of Heaven, and the Fury of Earth 
and Hell ſhall invade and incompaſs thee, I will keep 
and preſerve thee, and make all theſe red Seas to divide 
and meke Way for thee to paſs through triumphantly. 
The fourth Piece of the Indenture is in the Words of 
our Text, and ũt is one of the great and glorious Things 
he ſays to Chriſt, - 5 will give thee for a Covenant of the Pes. 
ple, a Light to the Gentiles, &c. Whatever be their Ma- 
lady, I'll give thee to be a ſuitable Remedy. Have they 
broken Covenant, I'II ive thee to be a better Cove- 
nant. But what of that, while they are ignorant? Why 
then, 7'// give thee for a Light of the Gentiles. But what tho 
they have Light, if they have no Sight too? for a blind 
Man hath no Benefit of the Sun, Why then, 77 give 
thee'to open the blind Eyes. But what tho they have both 
Light and Sight, if they be ſtill in a dark Priſon, bound 
ard fettered there? Why, I'll give thee for this End, 
To bring out the Priſoners from the Priſon, and them that ſit 
in Darkneſs out of the Priſon-houſe. O but theſe are ſweet 
Promiſes made to Chriſt, and in him to us; and the lead- 
ing one, that comprehends the reſt, is in theſe Words, 
JT will give thee for © Covenant of the People: Where, with- 
out critical Diviſion, you may notice theſe two Things, 
I. The gracious Deſignation and Title that Chriſt bears, 
a Gevenant of the People. 2. His glorious Ordination and 
Appointment thereto, 7w/!! give thee for that End. 1. The 
gracious Deſignation and "Title of Honour that he bears, 
he is called a Covenant of the People ; and here he is de- 
ſerihed by his Relation to the Covenant, and by his Re- 
lation to us by this Means. His Relation to the Cove- 
nant is ſuch, that he is deſigned the Covenant itſelf; he 


is the Head and Heart of the Covenant, he is the Foun- 


dation and Cope-ficne of rhe Covenant, the Bottom and 
Top of the Covenant, the Alpha and Omega of the 
| | Covenant, 
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Covenant, the firſt and the laſt Letter of the Covenant, 
the All in All of the Covenant. The firſt Covenant- head 
brake and fell; and he falling all his Seed fell- The 
ſecond Covenant-head ſtands ; and he ſtanding, all his 
Seed ftand in him; My Covenant ſhall ſtand fait in him. 
Again, his Relation to us by this Means: To whom is 
he a Covenant ? Even a Covenant, of the People, of the 
Gentiles. O good News to us poor Gentiles! 2. His 
glorious Ordination and Appointment unto this Bufineſs, 
1 will give thee; and here alſo every Word hath ſome 
Glory in it. Here is the glorious Perſon ordaming him, 
in the Pronoun I, I JeHovan do it: Here is the glo- 
rtous Perſon ordained, in the Pronoun THERE, I will 
give TEE: Here is the glorious Manner of the Ordi- 
nation, it is by Way of free and gratuitous Gift, I wil 
give thee ; ad here 1s the glorious Reaſon and movin 
Cauſe of the whole, even the ſoveraign Will of God, 
1 will give thee. But the further Explication of theſe 
Particulars, I refer to the Proſecution of the Doctrine. 
OBsERv. That by Divine Craination, Chriſt is the Cove- 
nant of the People. The only Scripture I name for the 
Confirmation, is Ja. xlix. 8. Where you ſee the Viſion 
is doubled, becauſe it is truc. | f 
The Method I would endeavour, through Grace, to 
follow, is, 1. To offer ſome Remarks concerning tlie 
Covenant in general. 2. Shew how Chriſt is the Fa 
nant, and in what Re ſpects he bears that Name. 3. En- 
quire for whoſe Behoof he is ſo; and thus ſhew that he 
is the Covenant of the People. 4. By whoſe Authority 
he is ſo; and here ſpeak of his Divine Ordination, and 
being given of God for that End. 5. Offer ſome Rea- 
fons of the Doctrine, why he is given to be a Covenant 
and why a Covenant of the People. 6. Draw ſome In- 
ferences for Application. | of 
The F-# Thing is, To offer ſome Remarks concern- 
ing the Covenant in general; and I contine them to theſe 
Four, which are imported in the Text and Doctrine. 
The fr remarkable Thing imported in the Text, is, 
That the Covenant of Works is broken, and cannot 


ſa ve 


. 
fave us; and we are broken, and cannot fave curſelvez. 
There was a Covenant of Works made with the fir 
Adam and bis Seed, before the Fall; and therein God 
was upon theſe Terms with Man, Do, and Live; and if 
you do not, you ſhall die. In this Law ot Works, trete 
was a Precept, and a Sanction. Tie Precept i., Ds zhiz, 
that is, Perform perfect and perſona] Obedience: The 
Sanction is, If thou do not, thou ſhalt die; importing, that 
the Reward of Obedience was eternal Life The Man 
that doth theſe Things ſhall live in tuem; and that the 
Puniſhment of Diſobedience was eternal Death. The 
Soul that ſinneth ſhall die, Gen. 2. 17. Now, as by the 
Fall of Mankind, the Precept of Doing is broken, and 
the Penalty of Dying is incurred, and eternal Life for- 
feited; ſo our Salvation is impoſſible without a perfect 
Righteouſneſs; a Righteouſneſs of Obedience, perform. 
ng the Precept of the Law, and ſo entitling to Life; 
a Righteouſneſs to Satisfaction, undergoing the Penal- 

of the Law, and fo delivering from Death. The for. 
mer is impoſſible to us, for we are dead in Sins and Treſ- 
paſies, and ſo can never perform any Duty acceptable 
to God, far leſs every Way perfect Obedience. The 
latter is impoſſible; for, being both finite and ſinful Cre- 
tures, we can never give infinite and ſinleſs Satisfacti- 
on, and ſo we are broken and loft by the Breach of this 
Covenant. There are four Things upon this Particular 
that, I preſume, you all profeſs to know; namely, 1. 
i Þe Tenor of this Covenant of Works, That, when God 


lad created Man, he entered into a Covenant of Life, or Works, | 


with him, upon Condition of perfect Oveatence, forbidding him 
to cat of the Iree o Knowlcolze of Good ona Evil, upon the Pain 
of Death 2. The Breach of this Covenant, That our frft 
Parents, being left to the Freedom of their own Vd, fei (rom 
rhe Eſtate wherein they wore created, by ſinning againft Gor, 
and particularly, by eating the forbidbn Fruit. 3. Our Con- 
cern in this Original Apoſtaly and Fall in Atom, That 
the Covenant being mane with him, not only for himſelf, but 
for his Poſterity, ail Mankind deſcending from hb im by or dar} 


| Generation, hed in him, and fell with him in his firit Tranſ- 
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C'S 
gam: For by one Man Sin entered into the World, and Death 
gyn; and jo Death paſſed upon all Men, for that all have ſimmed, 
in whom all have fenen. 4. The fatal, woful Effects of 
: Fall and Breach of the Covenant of Works: namely, 
ut by this Means we lade fallen into a State of Sin and Miſery; 
ut bar State is a ſitul State we being guilty of Adam's fri Sin, 
mting original Righteouſneſs, and our whole Nature being con- 
bred, whence proceeds all our actaal Sin; thut our State 


4 miſerable State, having loſt Communion with Hod, being 


y his Wrath and Curſe, liable to all the Miſeries of this 


4, to Death itſelf, and to the Pains of Hell for ever. Why, 


e Wages of Sin is Death, and we are Children of Wrath ; 
d Curſed is every one that contingeth not in all Things writ- 
in the Book of the Low, to de them. It may be, it is 
vg fince ye knew theſe Things in your Catechiims : 
O, how long is it ſince you believed them? or, do 
u believe them yet? Have ye ſeen your Fal! in Adam 
d your woful, ſinful, miſerable State by Nature, thro* 
Breach of the Covenant of Works? If you were 
vinced of this, ſurely the News of another Covenan: 
ld be welcome to you. But then, | 
The ſecond remarkable Thing, imported in the Text, 
That there is a Covenant of Grace provided, for the 
corery of ſome, by Jeſus Chriſt, from a State of Sin 
Death to a State of Righteouſneſs and eternal Life, 
you may take it thus, Go having out of his mere good 
ere, from all Eternity, elected ſome to everlaſting Life, 
aner iuto a Covenant of Grace, to deliver them, &c. Hence 
h Scriptural Expreſſions as theſe, By Grace ye are ſav- 
wot by Forks of Righteouſneſs that we have aone; for if 
re had been a Lam (namely, of Works) wixch could have 
fe, werihy Righteouſneſs ſhould have been eee 
. Now this Covenant of Grace may be conſidered, 
ker in its original Tran action from Eternity, or ia 
tual Manifeftation in Time. 1. Conſider it in its 
gina! Tranſaction from Eternity betwixt the Father 
the Son; God having in his eternal Decree of per- 
ing the Fall, foreſeen the Ruin of Mankind by the 
uch and Violation of the Covenant vi Works, gra- 
3 cloutly 
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ciouſly purpoſed not to proceed againft all Mankind, 20 
cording to the Demerit of their Tranſgreſſion, in th 
Execution of that Death upon them which that Cop 
nant threatened ; and therefore a Council of Peace; 
called from Eternity, and the Propoſal made anent þ 
ſhewing Mercy to an Elect Number, in a Way th 
ſhould be to the Honour and Glory of God's Holineſ 
which ſays, They muſt do perfectly; and of God“ ] 
fice, which ſays, They muſt die eternally, We 
none in all the Creation of Men and is W were ab 
to ſatisfy this Propoſal ; Then fays Chriſt, Lo, 1 m 
Pſal. 40. 8. I offer myſelf to be their Surety, to give ape 
fect Obedience to the Law, which was the Condition 
the Covenant of Works, and to give infinite Satisfaction 
offended Juſtice, in Anſwer to the Penalty incurredthr 
the Breach and Violation of that Covenant. Lo, I cons 
Since the Law cannot be fulfilled without doing, 1 
uſtice ſarisfied without dying, lo, I come to do bot 
and ſeeing this Undertaking mult be accompliſhed! 
One, who is both finite, that he may die; and infinit 
that he may conquer Death and Wrath : I offer todo 
in their Nature, and by an unſpeakable Myſtery to h 
come Fleſh, Lo, I come; let the impannelled Criminalg 
free. The Father being infinitely well pleaſed with t 
Lonſent,encourages his eternal Son, enters into a Covena 
with him, calls him, qualifies him, promiſes to up Hold hin! 
the whale Horb, and to gi ve him for a Covenant of the People; 
that, for making his Soul an Offering for Sin, he ſhoul 
ſee his Seed, and fer the Travel of his Soul, and be ſatisſie 
Iſa. 53. 11. This is called by many, The Covenant of R 
2-44ption ; not that it is another Covenant of Grace, b 
I take it as another Conſideration of the ſame Covent 
It was made with Chriſt as the ſecond Alam, and in hi 
With all the Elect as his Sced. As it is made with Chr 
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ir is properly conditional to him, the Condition beinfſÞ Chrit 
perfect Obedience, and complete Satisfaction ;but as me epect 
w:th the Elect in h im, it is abſolute, conſiſt ing of free it 1: 
abſolute Promiſes to them. But, 2. Conſider itin its a id be, 


al Maniteſtation in Time; and here omitting what mig 


„ 

= {41d of the legal Adminiſtration of ir under the Old 
eſtament, and the Evangelical Adminiſtration under 
de New { I ſhall only ſay, That as the Tranſaction 
awixt the Father and the Son from Eternity, is the 
untain, fo this Manifeſtation of it in Time is the O- 
ning of the Fountain; and the Grace of God is mani- 


at he freely provides a Saviour for loſt Sinners, ſhew- 
bo by the 4 N that he hath made this Proviſion. 2. 
that he freely offers to Sinners a Mediator, and Life 
id Salvation in him. 3. In that he not only calls and 
mmands them to come to him by Faith, as the Means 
 intereſs them in him, and to believe in him for Salva- 
on: But 4. Promiſes his holy Spirit to work in them 
at Faith, and all other ſaving Graces. And tho this, 
id all the other abſolute Premiſes of the Covenant ſhall 
certainly accompliſhed, and actually applied to the 


opel, and Adminiſtration of the Covenant, they are 
wealed and exhibited in a general indefinite Way and 
lanner, with an imiverſal Offer and Command to all 
devery one that near this Goſpel, to plead them, and 
y hold upon them; that in this Way the Hearers of 
e Goſpel may be left inexcuſable that embrace it not; 
d that the Elect may be gathered in, made to believe, 
nd come under the Bond of the Covenant. 

The third remarkable Thing, imported in the Text, 
That there is an Oneneſs and Identity betwixt the 
ovenant of Grace as made with Chrift, and as made 
ith us in him; both are one and the ſame Covenant; 
r here the Father is contracting with the Son, I will 
ve thee for a Covenant of the People; therefore, that 
th the Sen and with the People belong to one and the 
me Covepant ; Chriſt and the People are but two 
ubje&ts of One and the ſame Covenant; with Reſpect 
) Chriſt, it had its Conſtitution from Eternity; with 
eſpect to us, it hath its Application in Time, there- 
re it is called, 7he Grace given us in Chriſt before the 
ld began, 2 Tim. 1 9. And etcrnal Life, which God that 
B 2 cat 


i 


fed in this Covenant of Grace ſeveral Ways. 1. In 


ect only; yet in the external Diſpenſation of the 
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$a 
cannot lie promiſed before the World began, n Asthe i 


firſt Alam was our publick federal Head, and he any ſn 
we included in one and the ſame Covenant of Way, 


ſo Chriſt, the ſecond Auam, is our publick Head, aud 5 
the Covenant of Grace with him and us, is the fame (o. ho 
venant, tho he alone is the Head, Surety and Media. to 


tor, to whom ſome Promiſes and Preceprs are peculiar WM ;, 
howevey, he being the Covenant of the People, al 5 
Things promiſed unto, or to be performed by the Peg. hi 
ple, are ſecured in the Contract with Chriſt; all H G. 
Condition of Life to be performed 1s found in him; ye, A 
he undertakes, in that Covenant, the Removal of al | 
Obſtructions and Impediments from withm that would 
hinder their Attainment of Covenant Mercy, being fol ,-: 
A _ to the Gentiles, to take away the inward Blind tue 
neſs that is found in them; ſo that ns only all Nece na: 
faries for Redemption, but alſo all g eceſſaries for "nM ;:,, 
powerful and effectual Application of that Redemption 


are firſt promiſed in the Covenant to him, and then 275 
us in him, upon his ful filling the Condition of perſed po 
Obedience. Is ſuſtification promiſed ? It is firſt to hin me 
and then to us in him, 1. 53. 11. By Js Knowledge, o and 
by the Knowledge of him, ſhall ny righitcous Servant j i; © 


fify many. Is Sanctification and the Spirit promiſed! | oy f 
is firſt to him, and then to us in him, Ver. iſt of hl ;;:-/ 
Chapter, I will put my Spirit wpow him, and he ſball bil cat: 
forth Fadement to the Gentiles. Is Glorification promiſed i 2.93 
It is firſt to him, and then to us in him, Rom: 8. 1. Pex, 
Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, end joint Heirs with Cir vs 1; 
He and the People are all in one and rhe fame Covenanil Chr 
he, as the glorious Head, Surety and Repreſentatiy 
having all Fulneſs in him, both of Grace and Glory, f 
our Uſe and Behoof; and we, as Members of that B 
dy whereof he is the Head, and in a Way of Union 


h im by Faith ; for all the Promiſes, not only ſome, b 4:2. 
all the Promiſes of God are in him Vea, and in hi Gra- 
Amen; twice in him, importing, That as the Covi Fiel 
nant of Grace, which is the Covenant of Promiſe, Wlai:; 
ade jointly with him and us; fo in the Conſtitution Wb: 


Pd 
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che Covenant, the Promiſes are all made to him, and in 
the Application of it they are made to us in him: Pri- 1 | 
marily and immediately they are made to him, ſecond- 14 


arily and mediately to us in him. Hence the 4th Thing 
remarkable, imported in the Text, is, Chriſt is the Cen- 
ter, in whom all the Lines of the Ccvenant do meet; 
and fo by an aſtal Figure, of the Part for the Whole. 
he bers tile Name of the whole Covenant, I will give 
him for a Covenant of the People: The Covenant of 
Grave is ſaid not only to be made with him, but he him- 
ſelf is tie Covenant. And this leads me to the 
Seon Thing, To ſhew haw Chriſt is the Covenamt, and in 
what Ri ſpect he bears that Name. Anſ 1. Chriſt is the Co- 
venant of the People radically and fundamentally, being 
the Root, Baſis and Foundation upon which the Cove- 
nant of Grace ſtands, the alone Fonnaation. Other Founda- 
tions can no Man lay than that is laid, which is Chrift, 1 Cor, 
3 11. He is the ſure Foundation that God hath laid in 
Zion, Iſa. 28, 16 The Covenant of Works, being built 
upon ſomething in Man, it was not ſure Work, and fo 
the Fabrick tumbled down : But the Covenant of Grace 
and Mercy is built upon a never-failing Foundation, it 
re Work to Eternity; and therefore ſays God, Me- 


f hall be built ap for ever: Why, I have mad? a Covenant 
% en Choſen. Chriſt is the ancient and eternal Foun- 
dation of the Covenant; no other Foundation is laid in 


on in Time, but that which was laid in the Counſel of 
Peace from Eternity. God hath promiſed Nothing to 
ein Time, bur what be purpoſed and promiſed in 
oO Caritt from Eternity. e has choſen us in bins before th? 
Fnaation of the World, Eph. 1. 4. and promiſed eternal Life 


10 r 0 beſore the World began. He is the Fondation of all 
DO the 3leſhngs and Privileges of the Covenant, being made 
| | if God unto 15 Wiſdom and Righteous (5, Santi eation au. 
2 Redemption. He is the Foundation of all the Promis, 


Graces and Comforts of the Covenant. This were a large 
Field, but [ go on Seconaly, Chriſt is the Covenaut re- 
latively, in Re ſpect of the Relations ne comes under to 
*; we find in Scriptuce, that he is called 2% Mediator of 
5 the 
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the Covenant, Heb. 9. 15. Why? he brings God and 
Man, that were at Variance, to meet amicably; by the 


Price of his Blood he brings God to us, and by the 


Power of his Spirit he briags us to God, and makes up 
the Difference. He is called the 7eftator of the Covenant, 
Heb. 9. 16. Where a Teſtament is, there is the Death 
of tlie Teſtator: He hath figned all the Articles of it 
with his Blood, and ſo confirmed it, and made it a Te- 
ſtament. He is called the Meſſenger of the Covenant, Mal. 
3. 1. When God would communicate his Mind to us, 
ir is in Chriſt; When we would communicate our Mind 
to God, it is in Chriſt; whatever Meſſage God hath to 
us, or we to him, Chriſt bears it, and makes the Travel, 
be the Journey never ſo 1 for this is he that 
came by Water and Blood, 1 John 5. 6. He came by Sea, 
by a Sea of Water for our Sanctification, for if he waſh 
us nor, we have no Part in him; and by a Sea of Blood for 
our Fuſtification, for without ſhedding of Blood there is 
ny Remiſſion : A dangerous Voyage for bearing the Meſ- 
fage. He is called the WWirneſs of the Covenant, Iſa. 55.4. 
I'll give him for à Witneſs of the People; he is the true and 
faichful Witneſs. As he was an Eye and Ear-witneſs to 
the whole Tranſaction of the Covenant from Eternity; 
So he ſets his Seal to the Articles of it in Time, and 
bears Witneſs by his Word, by his Blood, by his Spirit. 
This he does effectually, ſometimes in the Hearts of his 
People, when he conquers all their unbelieving Doubts 
and Jealoufies of his Word, and Suſpicions of his Love, 
or of his Father's Kindneſs. He is called the Surety of 
the Covenant, Heb. 7. 22. He is the Surety both for 
Lebt and Duty: Surety for Debt; the Law demanded 
of us a Debt 1 infinite Suffering, the juſt Demerit of 
our Sins, which, if laid upon us, would fink us for ever; 
for the Wages of Sin is Death. And z1ſo it demanded a 
Debt of perfect Obedience and univerſal Holineſs and 
Righrebuſneſs. Now we are inſolvent Debters, drowned 
in Debt, and unable to pay a Farthing; and unleſsthere 
ve a Surety for us, we carinot eſcape the Priſon of Hell, 


and tne everlaſting Wrath of the Omnipotent * 
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hold, the Surety 3 4 in, in this hopeleſs State we arę 


fallen into, pays the Debt to the leaſt Farthing, and puts 
his Name into our Bond, was made under the Law, to 
redeem thoſe that were under the Law. And then he is 
Surety for Duty, promiſing to put his Spirit within us, 
and cauſe us to walk in his Statutes: He is Surety for 
both Sides of the Covenant, Surety that all that God 
hath ſaid and promiſed ſhall be accompliſhed, and Sure- 

that all that we are obliged to do,ſhall be done for us, 
and in us. O ſweet and gracious Covenant! In a Word, 
he is the Servant of the Covenant, Behold my Servant, &c. 
Wiſt ye not, ſays he to his Parents that were ſeeking 
him, that I muſt be about my Father's Buſmeſs ? What 
Buſineſs ? What Service? The hardeſt Service that e- 
ver was, even to ſatisfy uſtice, to fulfill the Law, to 
conquer Satan, to purchaſe Heaven, to fave an Elect 
World, to endure the Contradiction of Sinners againſt 
himſelf, in accompliſhing this Service. He 1s the Per- 
former of the Covenant, yea the Performance itſelf; 

Chriſt, ſtanding in all theſe Relations to the Covenant, 
may well becalled the Covenant of the People. 3. Chriſt 
is the Covenant Subſtantially, in Reſpect of his be- 
ing the very Matter of the Covenant, the principal Part 
of it, the principal Promiſe of it. He is the Subſtance of 
all the Promiſes, the firſt Thing promiſed ; and whate- 
rer is promiſed elle, is for his ſake. He is the promiſed. 
deed ſpoken of to Adam and Eve, to Abraham, to David, 
Gen, 3. 15, Gen. 22. 18. Lake 1. 32, 33. He is the Sub- 
ſtance of the Propheſies, To him gave all the Prophets Wit- 
neſs, Acts 10. 43. He is the Subſtance of all the Sha 
dows and Old Teſtament Types: He is the true brazen 
Serpent that heals diſeaſed Souls, the true Manna and 
Bread of Life, the true Sacrifice and Paſchal Lamb, 
vohſe Blood, being ſprinkled on the Door-pofts of the 
Soul, ſaves from the deftroying Angel! Of all the Types 
he is the Antitype, the Subſtance of the whole Bibſe, and 
of all the Scriptures, Theſe are they that teflify of he. It is 
an odd Text, that a Goſpel Miniſter cannot find Chriſt 


n, ſince the whole Scriptures teſtity of him, as if it ar 
nothing. 


| if 6 3 > 
nothing elſe but Chrift, Chri®. Thus he is the Covenant 
ſubſtantially. Again, Foarthly, Chriſt is the Covenant E. 
minently in Point of Eminency, Ornament and Excellen- 
He is the very Ornament of the Covenant, the Ex- 
cellency and Sweetnefs of it; he is the Bleſſing of all 
Bleſſings of the Covenant, the Mercy of all the Mercies, 
the Soul of all the Privileges of the Covenant: No Blef. 
ſing of the Covenant is a Bleſſing without him, for all 
Bleſſings come with him: Hem ſhall he not with him frech 
ide ws all Things? Rom. 8. 32. The Covenant is Nothing 
without Chrift, the Bleſſings of it are Nothing withour 
Chriſt ; he is the Sweetnefs of all the Bleſſings of the 
Covenant, the Marrow of all the Mercies of the Cove- 
nant, and the, Fulneſs of all the Promiſes of rhe Cove- 
pant ; They are all empty without Chriſt, for he is All 
in All: And therefore, O empty Ordinances, without 
Chriſt; O empty Sacraments if Chriſt be nor there, C 
empty Minifters, if Chrift be not with them; yea, 0 
empty Heaven, if Chriſt be not there; empry.Injoyments, 
empty Comforts without Chrift. 5. Chriſt is the Core- 
nant meritori ouſy, and in Point of Acquiſition and Procure- 
ment; He does all that is neceſſary for the procuring the 
Bleſſings of the Covenant: His Righteouſneſs is the 
great Condition of the Covenant, the alone Condition of 
it, properly ſo called; it 1s the Cauſe, the procuring 
Cauſe of all Covenant Bleſſings All that is promiſed to 
Chriſt or to us, 15 upon the Account of his Obedience, 
Ja. 53. 10, 11, 12. By the Obealence of one ſhall mam bs 
ade Righteeus not by the Obedicnce of any Man jor him- 
ſelf, Rom. 5. 19. He is the Procurer ef Juſtification, 
Rom. 5. 18. The Procurer of Remiſſion of Sin, Rom. 3. 
24. The Procurer of Peace, Iſa. 53. 5. Yea, the Sum oi 
ir, for he is our Peace; The Procurer of Acceſs to God, 
and Communion with him ; all that are afar off are made 
nigh, only by the Blood of Chrift ; The Procurer of 
fan&ifying Grace, Ja. 53. 19. 1 Cor 1. 30. and of Eter- 
ral Salvation: His Death is the Purchaie of the Hea- 
venly Inheritance; and ſo he is the Covenant me 
ritoricuſly, in procuring all the Bleſſings thereof, 6. C ro 
s th 
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i; the Covenant efficaciouſly, or efficiently: As he pro- 
cures all by the Price of his Blood, ſo he applies all b 
the Power of his Spirit. By this powerful Spirit of his 
in the Efficiency of his Application, by the Means of 
the Law, he diſcovers to Men their ſad adhs 
under a Covenant of Works; by the Means of the Goſ- 
pe], he diſcovers the Excellencies of the Covenant of 
Grace, and alſo their Claim to it, in and by the indefi- 
nice general Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and the Pro- 
miſe of the Covenant; fo that wheever will, may come 
and put in for a Share But this is not all; Chriſt, in his 
Ficiency, does perfwade and enable the poor Soul to 
uke hold of this Covenant, of Chriſt himſelf, as the All 
f the Covenant, and that with particular Application to 
elf, for its own Relief; and not only to accept, bur to 
tuft to it for all Grace and Life, and that upon the War- 
and of God's Word of Grace, renouncing all other 
ays of Salvation, and refting only upon this, 1 Ten. 
L 15. A6 6 Yea, after the Perſon is brought with- 
n the Covenant, Chriſt is the great Performer of all co- 
xnant Duties, he performs all our Works in us, 1ſa. 26. 
l. We are to preſent no Duty of our on to God for 
lcceptance,or inOrder to obtain Life andSalvation by it; 
dic to preſent him with Chriſt, he being the Covenant 
perform all for us and in us, which we are obliged to. 
Ih a Word, he is engaged as the Covenant of the People, 
be All, and do all, ro procure all, and to ſee all 
ade effetual that concerns Grace and Glory: I will 
We him for a Covenant of the People, ſays the Lord; 
vill not enter into Covenant or deal with them in an 
mmediare Way, as with the firſt Alam, but I wil take 
rer Courſe, I will give theefor that End; Thou fhalt 
ndertake ail the Matter therein; I will look to thee 
It the Performance thereof: Man hath broken Cove- 
ant, I will nor truſt him again; but thou ſhalt be the 
,enant, the Promiſe of Lite ſhall be made only in 
Ince, and the Condition of Lite ſhall be found only in 
dee Thus he is the Covenant. | 
The :hir4 Thing was, to ſhew, for who Behoof he 


== _ 

is a Covenant; and fo to ſhew that he is the Covenar In 
of the People Men and Women have a Way of exclud. 
ing themſelves by Unbelief; but I am fare, my Ten 
will excluce none this Day, that are here, from a Right Ct 
to accept of this Covenant, unleſs it be the Devil him. GC 
ſelf. He indeed, and all the fallen Angels are excluded» 
cu! 


and no doubt he has come here among us this Day, tg 

tempt People to exclude themſelves, becauſe he himſel ſ1d 
is excluded. But herg is a Foundation of Faith for all the 
People that hear this Goſpel ; Chrift is the Covenant of 
the People, inſomuch that whoſoever of all the People 
ſhall ſubſcribe to this Covenant, and go in to it by Faith, 


: D. * 0 

ſhall have the everlaſting Benefit of it. CES r. Wh 3 

the Elc&, whoſe Names are in that Covenant and Contract, ma 2 
ſen 


thereſore my ſubſcribing of it may be in vain. Anſw. For the 
clearing of this, That Chri# is the Covenant of the Pupl 

ou would kn:-w and remember, That there are tw 
Copies of this Covenant, or rather, if we may ſo expre{ 
it, two Writs of this Charter, the one is an Original writ 


ten in Heaven, and the other is an Extract written i * 
this Bible. 1. I fay, as to the Original, it is written 1 rs 
Heaven, and hath all the Names of the Church Inviſblen "Oh 
rolled in it, Heb. 12 23. They are called *he Church of in me 
Ei- born that ave written in Heaven, or, as it may be real - 


inro.icd in Heaven In this Writing are the Nane, -- 
of all the Elect, of all that ever were, are, or hal." 15 
be actually taken in within the Bond of the Covenant F 
and the'e are they of whom it is ſaid, They ars choſen [ or 
Chrift before the Founaation of the World, Kph. 1. 4. Andi N 
1 5 7 8, OE, . „ eltd! 
gain, Mem he did prevefiimate, them be alſo calied, Rom.“ 4" 
30. And again, Achat the Father hath given me, ſhall co y 
to me; and, All that were wanined to ctornal Life, belies ie bo 
And of them Chriſt iays, I lay own my Liſs jor my Std MY , 
This O. iginal Draught of the Covenant, is a Writ Jod a P 
ed up in the Cabinet of God's ſecret Purpoſe; ard k Iv 
cret Things belonging not to us, but the Taings 17 m 
are revealed; Therefore, 2. There is an Extract of mh 
Original Writ, and this Extract is written in the 219 
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which is the Book of the Covenant : This you have a- 
nong your Hands, and this Copy of the Covenanr i fent 
pen to you all to ſign and ſubſeribe, by giving Faith's 
Afent and Conſent ro the Covenant, or cloſing with | 
Chriſt the Covenant of the People as he is offered in the 1 
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gl Goſpel. Now, tho' this Extract be a true Copy, anſwer- A 
by 11 1 = 7 ET 3 , 7 4 

mm exactly to the Original, yer, for rendering all inex- | 


cable, to whom theſe Prefents are ſent, if they do not. 
ſibſcribe, and for gathering in all the Elect, this fair 
Extract is directed to all, and every one of you, giving 
you full and ſufficient Warrant to ſign and ſubſcribe for 
yourſelves ; for you cannot poſſibly ſee your Names in 
te Original, till once you have ſignified your Conſent 
by Subſcription to the Copy that is among your Hands, 
which is here let down to the Earth, to {ee how you 
pleaſe it this Day. And if you fign the Extract as it is 
ent to you, then you may lay claim to the Original, and 
ke your Name there, which alone is the Privilege cf 
theſe that make the Extract their own by ſigning it; for 
the Secret of the Lord is with them that fear him, and he well 
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: ſew them þ1s Covenant; he ſhews them ſometimes their ; 
Name in the Original Writ of the Covenant: It is the | 
 Wicttled Order of Heaven, that altho me, who by Faith 
- Wievicribe che extracted Copy, are kept in the dark about 

heir Names being in the Original; yet none ſhall fee 


their Names there, but theſe who ſubſcribe their Names 
here. QQUEST. But, for what ſerves my putting my Name to 
tne Foot of a Bone, if my Name be not in the Bond itjeif* Why 
men read the Direction of this Goſpel-covenant, and fee 
It your Names be there, and anſwer to your Names; for 
[ ſhall endeavour to be as practical, as I go along, as 
polizole, that I may have the leſs ado in the Applicati- 
on. For whoſe Beſheg then 15 fie thus the Covenant © W. ny, 
I is even for the Behoof of tlie e whoſe Names 
ze here fer down; and tho they may net here find 
heir particular Names, 7%, James, Mary, Martha, yet 
heir general Names, yea, both their more general 
nd more ſpecial Names, are here, 1 Their more 
general Name is, “/e Peep, he is the Covenant 3 

G2 the 
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the People; and here all Sinners of Mankind, who hex Ml 7: 
of © hriſt, have a claim to put in fora Share in him, ſee. an 
ing the Covenant is directed to them; wholoer rer they D: 
be that hear this Goſpel, all faving Benefits are preach. Wl Gr 
ed to them 1 by Chriſt Jeſus, accor ling to the Manuiſter- N. 
al Commiſſion, Preach the Goſpel to every Creature, Marx nei 
16. 15. and according as the Apoſtle bath taught us! 
execute this Commilhon, ſaying, To you is the uud of 0; Cn 
Salvation ſent, Acts 13. 26. And in this Senſe the Apo tie 
„ 777.2. 11. The Grace of God #6at bringeth Salvation the 
hath appeared to all Men; or, as it may be rendred, as 101 aft 
ſee it in the Margin of ſome of your Bibles, The Gran pol 
God, that brinzeth Salvation to all Men, hath appeared. Lei ft 
them ſtraiten, the Goſpe! Offer who will, they do bl 
at their Peril; our Commithon is wide and full, info {7 
much that this Covenant is directed to all to whon nar 
theſe Preſents may come. If this be your general Name Pro: 
that you are one ef the People, be what you will of lic 
s ther wiſe, then you are concerned to anſwer to yo, 
Name, and put in for a Share of the Grace of this Coe Wo. 
nant, by fubl cribing and ſay ing nnen to it. Why, He 
you, that is a general Name indeed; [ dare not deny bu 5. - 
hat is my general Name; then Man, Woman, do no »::- 
an this Covenant aw ay from you. But ſay you, Is the: pon 
no more ſpecial Name of the People, whoſe Covenant hh 
is Vea, 2. Their more ſpectal Name is here fer down i, 
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Biack a nd White; for who the People are, and wha nere 
Leople i n a ſpecial Manner is here m cant, is cleared ae n 
the following Words, A Lia bt to the Gentiles, to open lun Lord 
Eyes, &c. And here you will find both the Name ani th 
Sr. ame of che People intended, and I believe your Name: lege 
and Sirnames, that near me, will be tom d in it 1. TDñ : 
Name is Gentils. 2. Fne Sirname is Gentile t and ti th Tne l 
Gertile bound 4d pri ſoncd. I. I ſay, "i Name of ta. 2 
* v hoe Covenant he is, is Gentile:; and 1 tro, 
this isthe Name of al that hear me it there be not ſeuſd v 
ee if thought the des were ang, 1 ould d:05 lang N 
Promiſe or Chriit to „and concerning them, that mig ; ge 
i: the Lord WO uid | f fort Ul tlie 
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Power with it. However it is to you, Gentiles that 1 
am ſpeaking ; and O may I venture to ſay with Paul this 
Day, To me, who am leſs than the leaf of all Saints, is this 
Grate gi ven, to preach among hon, Gentiles, the unſearchable 
Riches of Chriſt This is a Part of the Myttery of Godli- 
ne Chriſt preached to the Gentiles, I Im. 3. 16. It was 
a Myſtery to the Jews and Primitive Chriſtians, when 
Chriſt was firft given by a preached Goſpel to the Gen- 
wes, Als 9. 17, 18. Why? the Gentiles were called 
I the Uncircumcifton, Eph. 2. 11. being abominable Out- 
alts, waoſe entering into the Temple, was enough ro 
plinte it; but now the Goſpel declares, God will juſti- 
fr the Uncircumciſion by Faith. The Gentiles were cal- 
[kd Aliens, without God, without Chriſt, without Hope, Aliens 
fm the Commm-wealth ef Iſrael, and Strangers to the Cove- 
ant of Promiſe, Eph. 2. 12. But now the Covenant of 
Promiſe is given and exhibited to the People that were 
Aliens. Gentiles were called Dogs, It is vot meet to take 
the Childrens Brend and caſt it 10 Doge, ſays Chrift to the 
Woman of Canam, onc of the Poiterity, it ſeems, of thefe 
zcuried Nations, that were devoted by that Word, Gen. 
9. 25. Curſed be Canaam : and indeed the Gentiles and Cana- 
7.527, as they were cantemned by the Jews, and look d 


9201 as Dogs; ſo in Compariſon of the Houſe of Macl, 
no were ſo much blefled, dignified and priviledged of 
bid, Cirift ſeems here to allow it, and alert that they 
were curſed, that they were Dogs. Bat now the Fables 
ae Hurned, the Gentiles ave called and 11 tis Woman the 
Lord gives an Inſtance of what Mercy was in Reſerve 
or theſe Dogs; and we Gentiles may plead the ſame Pri- 
i.ege, at leait, with that Woman of Canam, Truth, Lord, 
i? 7/22 Dogs eat de Crumbs that tal from the Maſter's Table. 
Ine Door of Bethlehem, the Houſe of Bread is open, Ar, 
14. 2. God hath opened the Door of Faith to the Gen- 
ker, even to Dogs; the Door of the Covenant is open, 
21 we dare not ſhut the Door upon any Dog in all this 
ove ; and therefore, as we uſe to ſay, A open Doors 
Die e927 tu, allow me 1athis homely Compariſon; for as 
ul te Gontites, ſo all the Wicked are called Dogs, R2v. 
22. 


— 


Tt: 2 


22. 15. Witheut are Dogs, and Sorcerers, an Whoremongo:, 


&c. But the Door being open to all Sinners by thi, Go.. Ml 7 
pel, you may come to Chriſt for Salvation, as freely a; F 
a Dog will come th at an open Door; yea, more freely WM t; 
and boldly ; for Dogs many Times come in uncalled, MI ;: 
ard therefore we beat them out again; but here is botha Ml ;; 
Call ro come, and a Promiſe of Welcome, Wheſozwer wil, 6 


let him come; and him that cometh, I will in no wiſe cot ou, lee 
Well, I ſay, the Geniles are called Dogs, and if that bea 25 
Part of your Name, Man, Woman, anſwer to your Name, ſee 
and take with your Name, and take the Bleſſing that is MI 
offered to you by Name. If you have no better Name / 
than that of a Dog, come with that ſame, and ſer it down M| 7: 
at the Foot of the Contract, by ſubſcribing your Conſent MM ;; 7 
to have Chrift to be your Covenant; and tho it be a baſe Ml »1/ 
Name, he will not refuſe to take in your Subſcription in Ha- 


a Word, the Gentiles are called Heathens, Gal 3. 8. Irrer 
Scripture foreſeeing that God would juſtify the Heathen thro | heff 
Faith, preached before the Goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, In the: nant 
jbai ad Nations be bleſſed. Good News to Heathens and MM if D. 
Pagans, ſuch as we in our Forefathers were; and this i; ¶ for u 
te Soſpel indeed, that was preached to Hurham long your 
ago. In thee ſhall all Nations be bleſſed; in Thee, what of thi 
Thee? the {ame Thee that is in our Text, which preach- This 


eth the ſame Goſpel alſo; I wil give Thee for a Covoanti the P 
of the People, even the People that are called Gentiles and Hen me P 
ches, Uncircumciſion, Alieus and Dogs. Well, there is tie be the 
Name of the People whoſe Covenant he is, they arcGer- am on 
Ziles. 2. The Sirname of the People is Genti/cs, dart milf] one ot 
Aud, Gentiles bound and imprijencd ; and ice if the Sirnameſ my N 
be not yours Sirs, as well as the Name. There are eſpe- I blind 

cially rwo Sirnames here that the People have. Firſt Sir the ſec 
name is an and Lind ; this is imported in theſe Words: T. 
a Light te the Gentiles, to open blind Eyes. Well, is this your Priſoncs 
Sirname ? Are you Darkneſs itielf in the Abſtract, a Pr, 
you in the Darkneſs of Ignorance, Darkneſs of Error, four 8. 
the Darkneſs of Corruption, in the Darkneſs of ConluM you. A; 


ſion, in the Darkneſs of Deſertion, in the Darkneſs oF vant ur 
Deluſion? O here is a brave Covenant for you to lgn Devil's 
you in 


. 


C33 1 
Tris a Covenant of Light ; for he that 1s the Covenant of 
the People, is the Light of theGentiles. But all the Light in 
the World, without Sight, will be uncomfortable; and 
therefore, ir another Piece of your Sirname Blindneſs as well 
- Darkneſs? Are you not only fred aud ſee ill,but blind, and 
ſee none at ll? Are you blind with Reſpeft to Sin, and camiot 
le it in its Power and Guilt © Blind with Reſpeth to Duty, and 
cannot ſee what to do? Blind with Reſpect to God, and cannot 
te him in his Beauty and Excellency? Blind with Reſpect to 
Chriſt, and cannot ſee him in his Glory, Fulnsſs and Righteouſ- 
mjes Blind with Reſpect to Orninances, and cannot fee the 
Power and Glory of God in the Sanctuary Blind with Reſpect᷑ 
to Providence, and cannos 4. jſcern the Sigus of the Times? Blind 
with Reſpect to pour Intereſt in Chriſ?, and cannot fee whether 
that be jecured or not? Blind with Reſpect to your Warrant to 
intermeadle with Chriſt aud his Inſtitutions * Blind with Re- 
jeff ro all ſpiritual and eternal Things * Why, this Cove. 
nant of the People is deſigned to open the blind Eyes: And 
if Darkneſs and Blindneſs be the Sirname of the People 
for whoſe Behoof Chriſt is the Covenant, and if that be 
your Sirname alſo, why then there is Room at the Foor 
of this Covenant, to ſer down your Name andSir:2ame both: 
This Covenant of the People is a Covenant of Liglit to 
the People that are dark, and a Covenant of Sight to 
the People thar are blind. Let all them that find this to 
be their Sirname, fubſcribe to this Covenant, and ſay, 1 
am one of the dark People, and I come for Light, Iam 
one of the blind People, and I come for Sight there is 
my Name, Lord, let it be recorded among the dar K, 
blind People of which Carift i; the Covenant. Again, 
the ſecond Sirn ame of the People, 1s Boum and Barr, an- 
s: This is imported in theſe Woras, Io bring eut the 
Priſoners from 20 Priſon, and them that fit in D- rkucſs 17 of 
the Pri ſon- Jou ſo. Now, whatever Priſon you are in, Sirs,it 
four Grind 4 a bound Prifoncr, our Text ſpeaks to 
you. Are you in the Priſon ot Sin, a bond Slave and a Ser- 
rant unto Luſts? Are you in the Priſon of Satan, in che 
Devil's Priſon, led Captive by him at his Pleaſure? Are 


ou in the Prion of the Law, a Debtor to do the whole 
Law, 
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and Fears and Deſpondency, with your Soul caſt down 


. Whar Priſon-houfe are you in, Man? Anſwer to your 


Law, and a Debtor to bear the whole Curſe of it! Ay. 
you in the Priſon of Carnality, clogged with the Thing 
of this World ? Are you in the Priſon of a black League 
with Death, and Covenant with Hell ? Are you in the 
Priſon of a natural State, as a Child of Diſobedience, 
and a Child of Wrath? Are you in the Priſon of Temp. 
tations, either from withour, or within, filled with 
dreadful Suggeſtions and blaſphemous Injections ? Are 
you in the Priſon of Affliction, either upon Soul or Bo. 
dy, State or Family? Are you in the Priſon of Doubt 


within you? Are you in tlie Priſon of Unbelief, con. 
cluded under it, fo as you cannot for your Life get an 
Act of Faith elicite ? Are you in the Priſon of wretch- 
ed Careleſneſs, Unconcernedneſs and Indifferency, nat 
caring whither you be looſed and delivered out of Hi. 
Ion or not? Arò you in the Priſon of Atiieiſm, and can- 
not believe a God, a Chriſt, a Heaven, or Hell? Are 
yeu in the Priſon of Death, and in Bondage through 
Fear of Death? Or, are you in the Priſon of Security, 
fearing nothing, bur ſleeping in the Arms of the Devil 


Name, Priſoner in ſuch a Prifon-hou fe that J have na- 
med. Is the Door of the Priſon-houſe bolted and batr'g 
that you cannot win out, and the heavy Chains and Fer- 
ters of Hell about you, fo as you cannot ioofe them 2- 
ny more than you can unhinge the Axle tree of the V- 
niverſe? Behold, this Covenant of the People is a Co- 
venant of Liberty for the People that are in Prifon, It 
I have not named the Prion, or the Chamber of the 
Priſon-houſe you're in, name it yourſelf, and fay, I am 
Priſoner in ſuch a Priſon- liouſe, J have been ſo long and 
ſo long in ſuch a dark Priton, and lo, I ſet down'my 
Name, to wit, a bond Prijcicr, conſenting to be liberate 
by the Son of God, and conſenting that he would work 
the Conſent himſelf, ind do all that cencerns my Lt 
berty. Why, Man, down with your Name that fame 
Way; and if you be not ſet at Liberty in God's own 

Time and Way, you'll be the firit that ever gave in 4 
oublcrip- 


* 


r 


qobſeri ption, and wae not feceived; Nay, marked and 


Name and Sirname, ſaying, Go forth, ye Priſoners of Hope; 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he hath anointed me 10 
ach and proclaim Liberty to the Capti ves. This Covenant 
o the People then 1s drawn up already, and ſigned. See 
who hath ſigned it, v. 8. I am the LORD, that is my Name. 
e hath ſigned it by a Name, by which he is known 
In Heaven and Earth, even JeHovan; Iam JEHovAR, 
am the LoRD, that is my Name. O glorious Name 
hbſcribing this Bond! That is his Name; what is yours? 
Why, can you not fay, I am one of the People they call 
Gatiles? I'm a dark, bling, bound Priſoner ; that's my Name 
und Sirname both. Yea, be your Name as vile and black 
is Hell, yet down with it in capital Letters; for the in- 
nitely 15 Name of the firſt Subſcriber will fer it off, 
bis Name will anſwer for all the Defects and Deformi- 
ies of yours: And if you wait till you be in a better 

dition, and have a better Name to ſign with, you'll 
ait till Dooms day, and periſh by the Way; and all the 


tons, which you will bring as a Price in your Hands, 
ill periſh with you. Nay, you have Nothing ado in 
his Covenant, but bleſs God that brought it to your 
and, and fign it with your Heart: Chrift hatl#a Com- 
{ton from his Father, and we in his Name, to take in 
he Subſcriptions of all the People,whoſe Name and Str- 
ame I have mentioned; and J hope I have not miſſed 
ny one that is here. Thus you ſee who the People ate, 
or whoſe Behoof he is the Covenant, and that he is well 
leſigned the Covenant of the People, ſeeing all the Peo- 
le here named have a Right of Acceſs to the Covenant, 
Warrant to ſign and ſubſcribe to it; and all the Peo- 


- Ec. — — 141 r 


ih the Sacrament of the Supper. | | 
be Hurth Thing propoſed, was ta ſhew, By whoſe 
| FPuthoriry, or by What Authority, Chriſt is the Cove- 
ent of the People; and fo to hint at his Divine Ordi- 
ä nation 
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recorded it ſhall be ; for the Covenant ſpeaks to you by - 


Money of your Terms, Conditions, and good Qualifica- 


le, that are Subſcribers, have a Right of Poſſeſſion t 
Ine whole Good of the Covenant, and to the Seal there- 
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nation to this Buſineſs, in theſe Words, I will ee 71, 
&c. Where you have, 1. The glorious Perſon ordii 
ing, 7. 2. The glorious Perſon ordained, Thee. z. J 
gracious Manner of the Ordination, Give. 4 The gy 
cious Motive and Ground; 1 WILL give thee, . A ſhy 


. > {ut 

Word to each of theſe. * 
- v . s @® 2 . 2 ITT! 

Hrſt, The Glorious Perſon ordaining Chriſt to t . 


Work, I will give Thee, What 1? I the Lon, I | 
Hovan, I The Firſt Perſon of the Glorious Trinid 
God the Father here is the firſt Grand Party of the (1 
venant, vea, here is God the Father, Son, and Hol 
Ghoſt, effentially conſidered, contracting with the 80 
and or daining him, perſonally conſidered, to this Wor 
Now, this Glorious Perſon ordaining Chriſt to thi 
Work, 1mports, 1. The Will of God and of the þ; 
ther, that Chriſt, the ſecond Perſon, ſhould come an 
bear the whole Weight of the Covenants : Hence Chi 
tells us, He had Commandment from the Father, an 
that he came to do his Will, John 6. 37, 38, 39. 60 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, by unanimous Cour 
ſel, ordained and appointed the Son to come in hi 
own Perſon upon the Errand of Man's Redemption 
and God the Father being the Firſt in the Order o 
Subſiſtency, and ſo the Firſt in Operation ad ext: 
therefore the Giving is primarily aſcribed unto hin 
2. His being the Perſon ordaining, imports the Di 
vine Authority of Chriſt's Commiſſion, in that he 
gien of rhe Faces and came from the Father, Jo 
1 28. and 17. 8. where Chriſt commends that Faid 
which believes his Divine Miſſion, his Divine Ordia⸗ 
tion to this Mediatory Work. 3. His being ordained 
of God imports God's Confidence in him, as being boi 
able for, and faithful to perform the whole YVork that ne 
ze vechim to do. He was confident that he would be 
a faithful and Kiphteous Servant; By hie X:2owlenve I 
my righteous Servant j:flify many. This is tay beloved San, il 
whom I am well plenſea. 4. Hi, being the Perſon ordaining 
imports the Father's zealousConcern for the Redemptio 


and Salvation of Men: God ſo loved the Ierld,tiar he go"! 
2 175 
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9 
an begotten Son; I will give thee: His Hand 1s firſt 
the bleſt Bargain, ſubſcribing this Covenant; fhew- 
g that he will do the whole Work of the Covenant 
Phimfelf and by- his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and will get 
e whole Glory of it: And hence the Strain in which 
> ſubſctibes, ver. 8. is, I mu the Lord, that is my Name, 
yd my Glory will I not give to aner. He will let none 
are of any of the Glory of it but himſelf, either in tie 
ntrivement, Commencement, Advancement, or Con- 
W-ccment thereof. 

24% The Glorious Perſon ordained, in the Pronoun 
zee, namely, Chriſt the Second Perſon of the glori- 
5 Trinity, and the other Party of the Covenant, 7 
|! give Thee : And Chriſt being the Perſon here or- 
ined, imports, 1. His having cordially aſſented and 
reed to the Bargain; God would not have given him, 
he had not conſented : Bur as he and his Father are 
ne, ſo there is but one Will betwixt them; and his 
pnſent is recorded among the Decrees of Heaven. Þ: 
e Volume of thy Book it is written of me, Lo, I come. 2. 
5 being the Perion ordained, imports the Inſufficien- 
of all others for the Work of Man's Redemption; 
moth God the Father ſealed; Sacrifice and Offering thi 
ad? not, a Body haſt thox given me Tho Men and 
feels had put their Shoulders to this Work, it would 
ver have been done; for the Redemption of the Soul 7s 
beide, and ceaſeth for ever, as to the Creature: He a- 
me 15 the Meſſiah, choſen, conſtitute, promiſed, ty- 
fred, to whom all the Prophets gave Witness, and 
e are nor to look for another; Inſufficiency is ingra- 
n and ſtamp'd upon all others. 3. His being the 
ron ordained imports the alone Suffictency of 
Ws glorious Perſon for this glorious . Werk. O 
. giortous Excellency of this Perſon here given! 
"WF, © the glorious Sufficienc of this Perſon! I 
ll give Thee. 1 have laid Help upon one that is Mighty : 
Wis he that is glorious in kis Apparel, travelling in t „e 
eatizeſs of his” Strength, mighty to fave: This is he that 
Mo Evom, with dyed Garments from Boxrah, who 
A : is - tron? 


(2 

trade the Wine-preſs of the Father's Wrath alme, and f 
People there was none with him. 4 His being the Perſy 
ordained of the Father imports the unparalelled Low 
both of him that gave, and of him that is given ; both 
of the Ordainer, and Ordained : Herein is Love, not thy 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and gave his Son to þþ 
the Propitiation for oar Sins, 1 "as 4. 10. And herein i 
Love, that Chriſt ſo cheerfully undertook this Work 
He rejoyced in the habitable Parts of the Earth, and his I) 


\ 


lights mere with the Sons of Men, Prov. 8. 31. Here 2 Pa 
both the Parties of the Covenant, God and Chrift, tha th 
Glorious I, and that Glorious THERE; I will give Nee of 
Two wonderful Covenants, God foreſeeing from E de 
ternity that Mankind would be ruined, by viola do 
Ing the Covenant betwixt God and Man, ſet on Fo pa 
a better Project, even an mviolable Covenant betwiii cte 
God and Chriſt, two unchangeable Parties, mutually W 
engaging for the Relief and Recovery of the loſt Sin led 
ner; and Chrift bearing ſuch a Part of the Work, ast as | 
get the Name of the Whole; TA give Thee for the C cer 
nam of the People. : | wa 
34h, The gracious Manner of this Ordination, is ini Ste 
ported in the Word Give, I will give Thee. A De 
Gift makes Room for him, ſays Solomon, ana gives him Plug on 
among great Men, Prov. 18. 16. Men are efteem'd a cip 
reſpected for the Valuableneſs of the Gifts and Beneftgh in; 
they give; how much more ſhould God's Gift mah the 
Room for him? Chriſt is God's Gift, TA g/ve the: H upo 
g Covenant of the People; and this giving of Chriſt in acc 
plies ſeveral Things which cannot concern the Manne ing 
of his Ordination, to be a Covenant of the People. ing 
In general and negatively, God's giving of Chriſt do Ete 


not imply, that he was about to alienate his own Rig int 
to Chriſt from himſelf to us; No, he is ſtill his on nef 
begotten Son: When we give a Thing to another, * the 
al ienate our own Right to it, but it is not ſa here; vH en 
God gives, we may have the Benefit and Uſe of it, bi ceiy 
God ſtill keeps a Right over us and it Hence ſays ti you 
Apoſtle, A Things are yours, fer ye are Chriſt's and C 4 B 


( 29 ) 


i; God's, But, 24%. More particularly and poſitively, 
God's giving of Chriſt for a Covenant of the People, 
implies, 1. His Eternal Deſtination by the Father for 
this End, to be the Covenant of the P:@ple, before e- 
yer the People had a Being: Tney were not ſo much 
as conſulted in the Matter when the Contract was ſigu- 
ed in the Counſel of Peace betwixt the Father and the 
Son; and we have no Reaſon to complain of Injury 
done us here, for we have Nothing to contract on our 
part: The Breach of the firſt Covenant left us worſe 
than Nothing, for the firſt Mam left us with a Burden 
of Debt, a Burden of Poverty and Wants, yea, a Bur- 
den of Curſes from the fiery Law ; and all that we can 
do, is to encreaſe the Debt, inſtead of being able to 
pay it off, Now, I fay, '50d's giving him, includes his 
eternal Deſtination by the Father for this Mediatorial 
Work, without our having any Hand in it, or Know- 
ledge of it, or any Obligation ly ing upon God ſo to do 
as he did, in the eternal Tranſaction with his Son con- 
cerning the People, whom he deſigned to ſave. There 
was no Obligation lying upon Chriſt, to come in our 
Stead, to be our Surety, to take our Guilt, and pay our 
Debt, previous to his own Conſent; nor any Obligati- 
on upon God to accept of a Surety, inſtead of the prin- 
cipal Debtor : Therefore God's giving of Chriſt, muſt 
imply a "Tranſaction, wherein the Son conſented to be 
the Covenant, to be the Mediator, to take our Guilt 
upon him; and the Facher conſented to fend him, and 
accept of his Suretyſhip for loſt Sinners. 2. God's giv- 
ing of Chriſt, implies his actual qualifying, and ſen d- 
ing him to accompliſh that which was contrived from 
Eternity. How he called and qualified him, you ſec 
in the preceeding Verſe ; he called him in Rightecul- 
neſs, and qualified him with a ſupereminent Unction of 
the Holy Gnoſt, 1 wit put my Spirit upon him, and he ſhai 
bring forth Judgment to dhe Gentiles: Accordingly he re- 
ceived the Spirit above Meaſure. How he ſent him, 
you ſce in ſeveral Places of Scripture ; he gave him 


a Body, a true Body, and a reaſonable Soul, and 2 * 
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he gave him to the Death in the Fulneſs of Time; toy 
it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him: Juſtice awakened a- 


gainſt him, Awake, O Sword againit my Shepherd, &c. He 
was put in the W ine- preſs of Divine Vengeance, and 
bruiſed there ; be was not only bruiſed in his Name, 


being called a Madman and a Devil; not only, bruiſed 


in his Eſtate, while the Foxes had Holes, and the Birds 
of the .* ir Nefts, but the Son of Man had not where to 
lay his Head; neither was he bruiſed in his Body only, 
while they pierced his Hands and his Feet ; bur bruiſcd 
in his Soul, till it was excecding ſorrowful, even unto 
Death, and till the Agonies of his Soul preſſed the 
Blood out of bis Body, even great Drops of Blood: No 
Wonder, for he was plunged in the Ocean of God's 
Wrath, and ſuffered all the Hell that was due to Sin; 
Sin being imputed to him as the Covenant of the Peo- 


ple, Juſtice did nor ſpare him, Rom. 8. 32. He ſpared” 


nor his own Son, but gave him to the Death for us off, z. 
God's giving of Chriſt implies, that the Manner of his 
Ordination for this Work, was every Way free and 

ratuitous ; Whar freer than a Gift? God gives Chriſt 
for a Covenant cf the People, without Regard to any 
Motive, Merit or Moyen of the People, yea, and in 
Oppoſition thereto. This Gift is free, in Oppoſition to 
Merit, either of Condignity or Congruity. If we be 
for Merit of our own, we mult be for Hell, for that 1s 
all that we merit; if Wretchedneſs, Miſery, and a 
Maſs cf Confuſion and Enmity, be accounted Merit, 
then we may lay Claim to ir, but no otherwiſe. This 
Gift 15 free, in Oppoſition to Conftraint, Force, or Ne- 
cefiity: God had Nothing from without ro conſtrain him 
to contrive the Redemption of Men, or to give Chriſt 
for that End; tho' all Mankind ſhould have been for 


ever crowned in the Flood of his Wrath, God had re- 


mained as he was, as happy as ever; no Force was up- 
on him to contrive a Remedy for Man This Gift 1s 
free, in Oppoſition to Debt, God owed us nothing but 
Wrath; but we owe many Millions of Talents to his 
infinite Juſtice. In a Word, it is free, in Oppoſition 
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to all Motives from without God himſelf. There was 
nothing about us, to move him to pity us, Ten Thou- 
jand Things to move him to deſtroy us. Upon what 
Condition in us could God be moved to give his Chrift 


( 3k 


to us: ſeeing our beſt Condition, before he gave him in 
Poſſeſſion to us, is a Condition of Sin and Miſery, Death 
and Thraldom? But then again, 4. God's giving of 
Chrift for a Covenant of the People, his giving him 
thus, I fay, implies a Right and Title that the People 
have to receive him : God's giving Chritt, is che Foun- 
dation of our Title to receive him; Faith, which is the 
actual Acceptance of the Gift, is the Mean of putting 
us in Poſſeſſion; but it would be the Heiglit of Pre- 
ſumption, thus to take and receive, if th re were no 
giving, John 3. 27. No Man receiveth any Th.ng, except i. 
le given him from Heaven. As this Receiving then ſup- 
poſes a Giving of Chriſt prior to the Recgiving, ſo this 
Giving of Chriſt for a Covenant of the People, implies 
the People's Right and Title and Warrant to receive 
him. There is a twofold giving of Chriſt; 1. A giv- 
ing of Chriſt in Point of actual Poſſeſſion; and thus he 


— 


v given to the Ele& Soul in the Day of Believing ; 
and this giving is the Foundation of his. Title to all 
Things in and through him; for, How will he not with 
him freely give us all Things? Rom. $.32. And till a Man 
have an Intereſt in Chrift thus, he hath no ſaving Right 
to any Thing, no Right to a Communion- table, nay, 
no Covenant-Right to the Food of his Common table. 
2. There is a giving of Chriſt in Point of Exhibition, 
and Goſpel-Offer; and thus he is given to the whole 
Viſble Church, in the Diſpenfation of the Word; 
and this giving is a Foundation of our Title to receive 
Chriſt, and our Claim of Right to take this Gift out of 
he Hand of the Giver. A Right of Poſſeſſion none 
have, till they believe, and take the Gift that is offer- 
d; but a Right of Acceſs and Warrant to believe, all 
bat, whither they belicve or not, and whether they 
take this Gift out of God's Hands or nor. Thar Chritt 
[= God's Giſt to a whole viſible Church in this Senſe, 
15 
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warrants a Man to believe, and receive the Gift; for 


ever believath on him, might not periſh, but have cverlaſin 


(1s 


is a great Privilege, whatever the World think or ff 
about it, a d it is a Part of my Errand this Day, to il 
you of ir. If it be choaking Doctrine to ny, and will. 
not go down, we cannot help it; it is Bible-Doctrine ¶ i 
and Goſpel-Doctrine, and therefore we muſt preach i o 
in his Name, who commands us to preach the Goßpel Th 
to every Creature. But I think, it ſhould be welcome Co 
Doctrine to all that hear me, That Chriſt is given tons 
all the People in this Houſe, in the ſame Manner tha 
the Manna was given to all the People of Old, John 6 
32. where Chriſt, ſpeaking to all the promiſcuous Mul 
titude, and making a Compariſon betwixr himſelf, and 
the Manna that fell about the Tents of Yael in the 
Wilderne fays, My Father giveth you the true Bread fm 
Heaven; wiere the Revelation, and Offer of Chriſt i 
declared to be a Giving of him, before ever he ber 
ceived or believed on. It is ſuch a Gift and Grant, a 


this End is Hz given to a periſhing World, God ſo lor © 
ed the World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that win 


Life, As the Brazen Serpent was given for a Common 
od to the whole Camp of Jrael, that whoſoever in alMLurſe 
the Camp, being ſtung by the Fiery-Serpents, Iooke over 
thereto, might not Die but Live; even ſo 1s Chriſt gi pute 
ven as a Common-good to poor ſtung Sinners, tha 
looking to him they may be ſaved. Chriſt is given 1fboſpe 
all, in the Diſpenfation of this Goſpel. And O, ii he S. 
ſhould be glad Tidings of great Joy to all PeoplqWnill, 
That to ws # Child is born, to us a Son is given, whoſe NM WIL. 
is WONDERFULL. This Giving, in a general aniCounſ 
definite Manner, to All, in the Geſpel-Offer, may ball will. 
and is, for the moſt Furt, where there is no RecelvingWſell p 
But there can be no Receiving of Chriſt for Salvarioſdom, | 
where there is not this Giving; for a Man can recei ys 7s 
nothing ewept ic be given. This Giving then impligÞfcaſin 
a Right and Title, and Warrant to receive; He / 
given to you, that all that plcate the Bargain, hayitority 
Warrant to take Polleſhon, He is your own _ krpole 
I; 


V 25 
Man, Woman, in the former Senſe, whether you take 
him or not; as he ſaid to the Jews, He came to his own, and 
bis own received him not. But Faith's Improvement of this 
Gift and Grant, among your Hands, would make him 
our own, in a peculiar Senſe, by actual Poſſeſſion. 
Thus we have the Manner cf his Ordination, to be the 
nel Covenant of the People; it is even by a free and graci- 
ons Donation. The next Thing hEre was,, 
lh, The gracious Motive, Ground and Reaſori of 
this Divine Ordination, which is juſt the Divine Will, 
I wiLL give. This Verb muſt neceſſarily be borrow- 
4 from the former Clauſe, I WII L hold thine Hand, 
nd give Thee for a Covenant of the People. I WII I. 
cvs, O Sovereign Reaſon! No Gift in the World ſo 
free as Chriſt: When Men beſtow Gifts upon one an- 
other, there is ſome impulſive Cauſe that excites them 
toit; drawn from their Relation to, or Intereſt in one 

other; drawn from Services and Favours received, 
r expected from each other: But no ſuch impulſive 
Ciuſe here; we have no Relation to God, but as his 
Enemies ; we can do him no Service, but ſin againſt 
him, therefore can merit nothing from him, but his 
Curſe. His Reaſon of doing, then, muſt be his own 
Sovereign Will. Men may rack their Wit, and diſ- 
pute about the Reaſon of God's Actings; but there 
mould be more calm Reaſoning in the World, about 
Coſpel-Truths, if all cur Reaſoning did ſtrike Sail te 
the Sovereignty of Free-Grace, and ſtoop to that: He 
vill, becauſe he will ; I will give thee. I think this 
Witt imports, 1. A Conſent and Agreement: The 
Counſel of Peace is concluded, Parties are both agreed; 
Iwill. 2. A Complacency and Satisfaction; God is 
rell pleaſed with this Device of his own infinite Wit. 
dom, well pleaſed with the Ranſom and Ranſomer, 
ts is ny beloved Sen, in whom I am well pleaſed ; I take 
Micaſure in giving him to be a Covenant of the People: 
I 3. I think it imports Authority: Supreme Au- 
Whority of the Eternal Godhead, Three in One, is in- 
npoſed in this * ordaining Chriſt to this 
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Man's Recovery, 1s diſpenſed freely by a gratui.as 


People? And here I might ſhew, 1. Why he is given 


dation to the Copeſtone, with Shoutings of Grace, Grat 


Warrant that all have to reccive him; yea, they en 


| | ( 34 0 5 Be 
Work; 7 will. And 4. I think it imports an expreß Mito 
Command, I wil give Thee ; and of this Command Chrit , 
ſpeaks, when he ſays, This Commanament hawe I recein 
of my Father, to lay down my Life for my Sheep : And when 
he ſays, Lo, I come to do thy Will; by the which Will 
we are ſanctiſed through the Offering of the Boay of Jeſus Chrij 
once for all, Heb. 10. 10. Ina Word, it imports, That 
the Sovereign Will of [JeHovan is the Reaſon of all, 
and this may lead us to, and ſhall make me the more 
brief upon, the , | * 

The Fj:5 Thing propoſed, namely, the Reaſonso 
the Doctrine, why is Chriſt given for a Covenant of the 


2. Why given for a Covenant. 3. Why given for: 
Covenant of the People, of the Gentiles. 

1 Why 1s he given, or exhibite by Way of Gift! 
Why, the grand Reaſon is told already, even his 50. 
vereign, Will. Chriſt, the great Ordinance of God for 


Gift, that Salvation may be by Grace, and that tre 
Grace may get the whole Glory of it, from the Fou 


to it. The giving of Chriſt to All, in the Goſpel-Vt- 
fer, is from Sovereign Grace, and muſt be abſolute) 
free and unconditional ; for what in all the Worlds 
the Condition of the Offer? If Men be in a ſinful Cot 
dition, in a miſerable Condition, in a loſt Condition 
that is all the Condition and Qualification, that I know 
neceſſary for making an Offer of Chriſt as a Saviou 
to them. If any clog the Goſpel-Offer with Leg 
Terms and Conditions, they encroach upon the War 
rant Miniſters have to offer Chriſt to ail, and the 


croach upon Sovereign Grace, which hath made thi 
Grant and Otter of Chriſt, not to Devils, but to Met 
in the mott extepſive Terms: 70 5%, O Mer, go I ca an 
ry Foice is to the Sons of Aen. Again, the giving of Chril 
to ſome, in acl Poſſeſſion, 15 from Sovereign Grit al 
{o; for rho none can be poſleſſed of Chriſt and Wy 


wx > 
bv 


| e 
Benefits, till by Faith they receive him; yet this Faith 
to receive, is given, as well as the Gift received by 
it, Eph. 2. 8. By Grace ye are ſaved, through Faith, and 
that not of yourſe.v.s, it is the Gift of God It is given, 
by Virtue of an abſolute Promiſe ef the Covenant, ſuch 
vs that, Thy People ſhall bs willing in the Day of tiy Power; 
and fo, the Hand to take the Gift, being it ſelf giren 
mt of the Covenant, the Covenant takes hold of the 
lan, before the Man can take hold of tie Covenant. 
but 
4 Why is Chrift given for a Covenant? I offer, 
ou only one great Reaſon of it; He is given for a Co- 
enant, that God might have more Glory out of the 
wenant of Works, by the ſecond Adam's Fulfilling 
fit, than he loft by the firſt Adam's Breach and Vio- 
ion of it. The Law of Eternal Life and Death was 
reverſibly ſtated only by the Covenant of Works; 
nd tho we be changed, yet the Covenant of Works is 
changeable . Aoi as, by Virtue of the Stability of 
t, all the Chriſtleſs World are condemned, curſed, 
nd die eternally ; fo, by Virtue of irs being perfectly 
alled by Chriſt, in whom only it is eſtabliſhed, all 
hat are in him, are freed from Condemnation, and 
he eternally. What is the Covenant of Grace? J 
ay fay, It is Chriſt's Fulfilling, for us, the Covenant 
Works. We were Debtors to the mandatory and 
matory Part of the Law, arraigned at rhe Inſtance of 
vine Juſtice, to pay the Debt; Chriſt ſubſtitute 
mſelf in our Room, came under the Laus to pay the 
hole Debt due thereunto; and now, God gets more 
ory, by his doing fo, than he loft by our Sins. 
rein he glorified his Sovereign Majeſty, whoſe 
uthority was ſo hainouſly violated by ſuch a baſe 
reature as Man is, in that he received him not into 
s Favour, without a becoming Reparation, made to 
5 Honour, by the Intervention of a perfect Obedi- 
ce, and full Satisfaction. Herein be glorified bis 
faite Wiſdom, in finding out a Man to reconcile 
ce and Mer&y ; to puniſh the Sin, and yet to par- 
| T E 2 | don 
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don the Sinner; to take Vengeance on Sin, to the very 


_ fulfilling not only the Promiſe of the Law as a Core 
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uttermoſt, and yet to magnify his Mercy, while the 
Sinner is juſtified, accepted and ſaved, without hi 
own Suffering. This is that, Polypoikilos ſophia tou They, 
THE MANIFOLD Wishom os GOD. Herein he 
glorified his free Love, Goodneſs and Pity, in ſubjed. 
ing his Life to ſuch a Death, and his Glory to ſuch : 
Shame, and all to purchaſe ſuch vile and worthleh 
Creatures as we are, and to redeem us from eternal 
Wo and Miſery : As alfo, his almighty Power is here 
glorified, in ſupporting the Human Nature of Chri 
under the vaſt Load of Divine Wrath, and Law Curſs, 
Herein he glorified his Holineſs and Faithfulneſs, i 


nant of Works, even the Promiſe of eternal Life, mad 
to perfect Obedience; which, tho we forfeited in or 
own Perſons, yet we recover in Chrift ; the Conditinf 
of Life in the Covenant of Works being perfect Obe. 
dience Perſona], and the Condition of Life here being 
perfect Obedience and Imputed ; and ſo the Promiſe af 
ife, upon the Ground of a perfect Obedience, fulfil. 
led to us in him: But alſo divine Faithfulneſs is glo- 
rified, in fulfilling all the Threatenings of the Lay, 
while we, who come under the Sentence of Death in 
tue firſt Mam, undergo that Death in the ſecond Am. 
In a Word, herein he glorifies his Juſtice and Righ- 
reouſneſs, in the Renato of Sins, thro* the Propiti: 
tion of Chrift, Rm 3. 25 Whom God hath ſet forth to l. 
the Propitiation, through Faith in his Blood, to declare hi 
Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſum of Sins that are paſt, thro) 
the Forbearance of God. Herein is vindictive Juſtice di 
played, in its greateſt Severity, in Chriſt's being ti 
Sacrifice and Prepiriation : And here is retributiv: 
Juſtice iNluftrioaſly declared, in the Sinner's being re 
warded, juſtified, ſaved, upon the Blood and Sacrifice 
the Obedience and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; yea, al 
the Perfections of the great God ſhine gloriouſly in the 
Face of Chrift, as in a beautiful and bright Conſtellat! 
on, 2 Cor. 4. 6, And for this Reaſon he gore et 


for a Govenans, 3, 


N 


en . 3. wt is he er for a Covenant of the People of 
the me Gentiles ? Why! not only to ſhew his Diſplea- 
his ure at the Unbelief of the Jews, as we fee, At 13. 
24 B46, 47. Rom. 11. II, 19, 20. But alſo to ſhew his 
* Sovereignty, hat he will have Mercy on whom he will have 
q. Nor; and to ſhew his Truth, in fulfilling the ancient 


Prophecy concerning the calling of the Gentiles. | It is 


ot long ſince God promiſed by Noah, ſaying, God ſhall en- 
nal Inge Japhet, and he ſhall dwell in the Tents of Shem, Gen. 9. 
ere 27. Now of Japhet came the Gentiles, Gen. 10. 5. And of 
ri slem came the Jews. By the Poſterity of Japher were 
e mne Iſles of the Gentiles.divided The Ifles were fo- 


lemnly by Lot divided among them (and probably this 
Iſle of Britain among the reft ) fo that as Japher's dwel- 
ling in the Tents of Shem, is a clear Prediction of the 
Converſion of the Gentiles, and their ſucceeding to the 
vn, in their Church-privileges ; ſo this directs us to 
underſtand the Promiſe ia the Context, The 1/tes ſhall 
wait for his Lam. He is given for a Covenant of the 


of Pcopic, a Light of the Gentiles. In a Word, he is 
| given for a Covenant of the People, to ſhow the Ex- 
lo- 


tent and All-ſafficiency of his Grace, and the iutrin- 
ck Value of his Blood. Suppoſe a Prince were letting 
up a Sanctuary, or City of Refuge, the Privileges 
whereof are not reſtricted to any Sort of Men, bur ex- 
tended to all, Gentiles as well as Jews; would not this 
declare, that the Privileges of the Place are full and 
ample, ſo as, whoſoever comes to this Sanctuary, 
might be ſafe? Here alſo, in like Manner, the Suk. 
cency of the Merit of Chriſt, and the Fulneſs of his 
Righteouſneſs is declared, inſomuch that none can, 
ol wich any Shadow of Reafon, exclule themſelves, be 
hat they will, People, Gentiles, Dark, Blind, Impriſoued; 
oY Feing all Genriles, who are called Dogs, Aliens, Heathens, 
eUrircumciſed, are included; and ſeeing the Motto writ- 
en on the Outſide of the Door of the Sanctuary, is, 

Whoſoever will, let him co xe; all Comers are welcome, 
and Refuſers left inexcutable. 5 
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ment of the Way of Grace, to the Deſtruction of their 
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APPLICATION. 


The Sixth Thing propoſed, was the Application of 
the whole. This Dine wonld admit of a vaſt In. 
provement, which we muſt confine to as narrow Bountj 
as poſſible; and we may improve it, x0 

1. For formation. If it be fo, that Chrift by Di. 
vine Ordination, 1s thus the Covenant of the People; 
in the Glaſs of this Doctrine, we clearly ſee many pre- 
cious Goſpel Truths. And, | | 

1. Hence we may ſee, in what Way it is, that the 
Ruin we brought upon ourſelves, by the Breach and 
Violation of the Covenant of Works, is reparable, 
We have brought ourſelves into a moff lamentable State 
by Sin; and we are irrecoverably loſt indeed, as to all 
that we can do for our own Help, O Jfrael, thou baff 
deſtroyed thyſelf. Who can repair that Ruin? Ther 


is a glorious Mx that ſays, In Me is thy Help, -Hof. 13. 
7. Who that Mx is, is explained in our Text, even 
a God in Chriſt, the glorious I and Ta ; 7 will giv 
Thee for a Covenant of the People. There is no Help, no 
1 for them now by a Covenant of Works; 

t I'll give Thee for a Covent to them; which, tho it be 
all Works to thee, yet it ſhall be all Grace to them 
The World is buſy cafting the Law of Works into 
this and the other handſome Shape, and pleaſing them- 
ſelves. with a Fancy, that in this Way of Works they 
may have Righteouſneſs and Life, to the Diſparage- 


own Souls, and to the Diſhonour of Chrift, who alone 
is the Covenant of the People. 

2. Hence we ſee the Greatneſs of the Love of God 
towards poor Sinners, in giving ſuch a great and glort- 
ous Perſon as Chriſt, and that for ſuch a great and glo- 


ſome 
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iſter 
lent 


rious End, as to be a Covenant of the People; God jo hr ( 
keyed the World, as # give his only begotten Son, &c. Chriſt Nove 
came not to be a Covenant of the People without Com- 4 


miſſion, Call and Ordination from his Father. He had ſic 1 
| Authority Law 


C 
Authority from the Father to do all that he did about 
the Covenant; I will gize thee for a Covenant Let not 


our Notions of God be ſo grols. as to think, that God 


and that the Son only is of a pleaſant, meek Nature, 
full of Lenity towards Sinners. Nay, God the Father 
wis the firſt, in Order of Nature, that made the Motion 
ment Man's Redemption; Chrift was appointed, autho- 
rired and given of him: Behold, the Love of God hath 
gone to its utmoſt Height in giving Chriſt, for he can- 
not give a greater Gift; and the Love of Chriſt hath 
alſo gone to its utmoſt, in conſenting hereto, and giv- 
ing himſelf, and all this to be no leſs than a compleat 


e (ovenant of the People. Becauſe the People can do 
R. therefore he leaves them nothing to do c£ 
; themſelves ; Il give thee for a Covenant of the People. 

of . 


z. Hence we may fee a - Teſt of the true Religion. 
Il Schemes, that enter not in Chriſt, are to be reject- 
d ; and all Schemes of the Covenant, that make not 
hriſt to be the All of it, are to be renounced: If I 
n find nothing in the Covenant but Chriſt, ſurely I 
ind enough, and I find all that my Text makes of it; 
and if the World make it a new Scheme, at their Po- 
il be it. But this I fay, that every Scheme, that leads 
to Self, and takes oft from Chriſt, is a falſe and ruinous 
Scheme: Yea, every Doctrine that advances any 
hing to be a Rival with him, and mingles our fil- 


ome expreſs it, but to give us a wholly new Garment 
if his own making, and dyed with his owh Blood: 
Il give thee for 4 Covenant, Our chief Bulineſs, as Mi- 
ters of the Goſpel, is to trumpet forth the tranſcen- 
lent Excellency of Chriſt, and deſire to know nothing 
Covenant, for making People both happy and holy. * 
4. Hence we may 1ce the Believer's Freedom from 
he Law as a Covenant of Works: He is not under the 
Lay, bur under Grace; having cloſed with 12 . 
— eg ri 
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the Father is of an implacable Nature, full of Severity; 
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by Rags with his excellent Robes. The ſecond Alm 
ame not to piece up and amend old Muam's Coat, as 


ur Chriſt, and him crucified, and as the All of the 


N 


ol A - Oo; I 


a a” 8 x ll 
gnx27— At it — — AMER, — 


-- 


„ rau 1 
— 


vos nw fe enters 


4, 
_ — aw 


. rn ns es, 
& EE « ö - 


a 5 
. 


7 C * 
r 


2 


n 
Chriſt id HO all the Covenant that he is under: Heb 
freed both from the Do and the Die, the Command and 
| the Threatening of the Covenant of Works: They xx 
made void to him through Chriſt ; for he 1s not unde 
it, either to be juſtified or condemned; he 1s not yy. 
der its Command to be juſtified for his Obedience, ng 


under irs Threatening and Sanction to be condemnelif* 
for his Diſobedience, as it is a Covenant; for The; j I 
xo Condenmation to them that are in Chriſt. It is true, a by 
the Law is a Rule of Obedience, he remains under i jo 
as much and more than ever, and ſtands obliged there: th 
by to ſtudy Perfection; and his Diſobedience my Fe 
bring upon him Rods and Stripes, and all the terribt 3 
Effets bf God's Fatherly Diſpleaſure upon Soul ai" 
Body; but as it is a Rule of Acceptance, a Conditinh U , 
of Life, or a Covenant of Works, he hath nothing 3 
do with it, nothing to expect from it, nothing to fear by i 1 
He hath nothing to do with it any more than a Wife hat 1 
to do with a dead Husband, Rom. 7. 4 N are dead to the lun FR 


by the Boay of Chri ft, that ye might be married to another, eg 
to kim that is raiſcd from the dead, that ye may bring far 
Fruit unto God. He is not to bring forth Fruit any mot 
to the dead Husband, the Law, but to Chriſt the ly 
ing Husband. He hath nothing to expect from it, n 
Life, no Righteouſneſs, no Happineſs, no Holineſs! 
his own legal Obedience, but only by Chriſt, a bet! 
Covenant; and he hath nothing to fear by it, no Hell 
no Death,no Damnation, no Condemnation, no Liable 
neſs thereto. 

And hence, 5. We ſee what Place the Belicyer 
Obedience hath in the Covenant of Grace : His Ob 
dience bath no Place here, in Point of Caſuality, 
proper federal Conditionality , for this were to turn 
into the fame Place it had in the Covenant of Work... . 
where tho there was no Merit of Condignity (I ED 
few will dare to ſay fo) yet there was a Merit by Pad 
on; that is to ſay, there was a Promiſe of Life more 
to Works and Obedience, Do, and Live. But in l >. 
Covenant of Grace, we aſſert againſt all may 
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Ca 
trine whatſoever, That there is no ſuch Reward of 
Work, Obedience, or perſonal Holineſs, upon Com- 
pact and Promiſe ; becauſe the Tenor of this Covenant 
runs upon the Condition of Chriſt's Obedience and 
Righteouſneſs, , apprehended by Faith. Goſpel-holineſs 
is of manifold Neceſſity in the New Covenant; but the 
Promiſe of Life is not here made to the Work, but to 
the Worker ; and to the Worker, not for his Work, 
but for the Merit of Chriſt : As for Inſtance,” Be thou 
faithful to the Death, and I will give thee the Crown of Life; 
the Promiſe is not made to Fidelity, but to the faithful 
Perſon, whoſe Fidelity is a Sign that he is in Chriſt, 
in whom all the Promiſes are Yea and Amen. If the 
aw had now the Promiſe of Life to our Obedience, 
we ſhonld not have Life and Salvation any other Way 
but by the Law, and by the Works thereof. Gal. 3. 


Sr. 7} there had been 4 Law given that could have given 
I, verily Righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the Law: 
Therefore our Obedience now is not a Cauſe or Con- 


dition, but a neceſſary Effect of the Covenant, and 
1 of all that are within the Covenant, yea, 
l whom this Covenant takes hold of, it makes 
em holy: And therefore, without Holineſs no 
ſan ſhall ſee God, becauſe without Holineſs no Man 
bath this effective Evidence of his being within this 
boly Covenant. Gy 

6. Hence we may ſee, what are the Motives that 
Wow ſhould influence the Believer in his Obedience. 
Wt Chrift be the All of the Covenant, and that he is 
looſed from all his former Relation to the Covenant of 
Nei orks, he is not to obey either from a legal Hope of 
Heaven, or ſlaviſh Fear of Hell: Not from a legal Hope 
if Heaven, for the Covenant ſecures the Purchaſe of 
uu” Wit by Chriſt's perfect Obedience; not from a ſlaviſh 
ear of Hell, for the Covenant hath ſecured Freedom 
om that by Chriſt's compleat Satisfaction: The prin- 
Pape Motive is the Love of Chriſt conſtraining, the 
more of a God in Chriſt, who is given for a Covenant o 
e Pecple. Gad deals not 9 Be lie vers now according 


LS 23 
to the Covenant of Works, neither ought they to dei 
with him as if they were under it. They ought ty 
mourn for Sin, to repent, to confeſs, to. beg Pardo 
but not in a legal Way, as if they had to do wit 
a wrathful Judge, but as having to do with a mercifi 
Father in Chriſt : They are to yield Obedience to the 
Law, not out of a ſervile Fear of Hell and Wrath, 
but out of a Child-like Love and hy Mind; 6 
far as the Believer acts otherwiſe, ſo far he is under; 
Spirit of Bondage: Neither ought the Believer to a& 
from a Dread and Fear of his being diſinherited; ſo fy 
as he does fo, it is not an Act of Faith, but of Une. 
lief; for he cannot view this Covenant, and yet fe 
himſelf left at an Uncertainty. There is no Liablenclc 
to a Forfeiture of its Privileges, Chriſt is the Coven 0 
of the People. | br 

7. Hence ſee, if Chriſt pe the Covenant of the Peo. 
ple by God's Ordination, why the Believer is to take... 
the Law only out of the Hand of a Mediator, and yet Wi 
is not without Law to God, when he is under the Ly in 
to Chriſt. He is not to view it in the firſt Covenant. N nc 

form in the Hand of an abſolute God, but only nM 4, 
Chriſt, and as it is caſt into a new Covenant-form:l 6, 
And the original Authority of the Law is not hereby it 
diſſolved, nor Obligation to Obedience diminiſhed, bu il 5 
rather ſtrengthned and ſweetned, in Regard that th of 
Authority does now run only in this ſweet and bleſſel i bu 
Channel, by the Father's Ordination, yea, the Crea. I. 
tor's Authority and Sovereignty is in Chrift, and the be 
whole Fulneſs of the Godhead, and by the Voice of pe 
God the Father from the excellent Glory, ſaying, 7M is 
7s zn beloved Son in wiom I am well pleaſed, hear ye Vin. BY 
We are fo much obliged, by the Father's Appointment, MM an- 
to obey him, and take the Law only out of his Hand, in 
that if we do it not, we condemn the Authority of the ed 

Father, and run croſs to this Divine Ordination. ne 

8 Hence ſee, if Chriſt be the All of the Covenant, WW Tj 
then Believers have all Things in Chriſt. Chriſt being 
the Covenant of the People, this Covenant is a! fi. 

| Sal vatin 


4 e 
galvation, and all his Deſire: All his Salvation is here - 
and well may the Bcliever ſay, in the Exerciſe of 
Ge Faith, In Chriſt I have alF Things at once, neither 
oecd I any more that is neceſſary to Salvation; This 
don Covenant is all my Salvation. He may ſay, in the 
Wi g point of Juſtification, Chriſt is my Righteouſneſs, my 
aug Teafare; my Work, my Covenant, my All, yea, my 
dhe au in All, for in him dwelleth all the Fubeſs of the 
ad iN Gabe bodily, and Believers are compleat in him, who 
; 0 of God.is made to them Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sancti ration, 
r Redemption. | 
9. Hence we may ſce, if Chriſt be given for a Co- 
fa yenant of the People, that the Goſpel, ſtrictly and pro- 
| perly taken, 1s a Bundle of good News, glad Tid- 
fee ings, and gracious Promiſes ; our Text is a Sum of the 
"eb Wi Goſpel, and it is a free Promiſe, I wil give thee for a 
n A Covenant of the People: There is no Precept or Com- 
„ nandment here: The Law is properly a Word of Pre- 
<- cept, but not the Goſpel ; the Law commands all, and 
ae Fr Goſpel promiſes all. Ir were a Diſparagement to 
Ja the Divine Law, as if it were not perfect and exceed- 
"Wi ing broad, if there were any Duty we are called unto 


n not enjoined therein: Why ? are there no Commands in 
"Bl the Goſpel, ſay ſome ? We are ready, Sirs, to con- 
mi found the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, with the Goſpel 
reif; and this makes much Wranglings on this Head. 
bu The Goſpel, largely taken for the Diſpenſation there- 
- of, hach the whole Law in it, ſubſervient therenuto; 
"I but ftrictly taken, it is a quite other Thing than the 
DL of Commandments. Faith and Repentance may 
1 be called Goſpel- commands, if you ſpeak of the Diſ- 
1 penſation of the Goſpel; but if you ſpeak of the Goſpel 
„telt, they come in under another Conſideration. We 
re to diſcinguiſh betwixt Duties and Graces : Faith 


and Repentance, as they are Duties, are commanded 
in tlie Law ; but as they are Graces, they are promiſ- 
ed in the Goſpel. We are to: diſtinguiſh betwixt a 
new commanded. Duty, and a new preſented Object; 
The Goſpel preſents a new Object of Faith, a =_ : 4 

| ; Brit, 
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him, Faith ſays, Lord, I take him as thy uy 


© Þ N 


Chriſt; but the ſame Law that was from the Begin. 


ning, obliges us to believe whatever new Revelation 
God makes: If we underſtand it ſafely, then we may 
fay, the Law obliges us to believe the Goſpel ; and 
therefore he that believeth not the Goſpel, is condem. 
ned already by the Law, Joh. 18. And this Con- 
demnation ſhall be more aggravated, than if this new 
Object of Faith had never been preſented, or if this 
Light had never come into the World, v. 19. 

10. Hence, If Chriſt be given as the Covenant of the 


People, then we may ſee the Nature of Faith, and 
its appropriating Quality. When God fays, I wil 


oy thee as a Covenant of tne People, Faith ay; 
omething by Way of Anſwer correfponding with the 
Revelation and Teſtimony of God: God ſays, I give; 
Faith ſays, I take ; God ſays, I give him for a Cove- 
nant; Faith ſays, I take him for a Covenant; God 
ſays, I give him for a Covenant of the People; Faith 
ſays, I am one of the People, I take him for my Co- 
venant, my own Covenant, my own All: Ir is the 
People's Covenant in the general Offer, but my Cove- 
nant in the particular Application of Faith : Faith 
breaks the Shell, and eats the Kernel. The gene- 
ral Diſpenſation of the Goſpel ſays, He is given for a 
Covenant of the People ; rhe particular Application of 
Faith, fays, He is Lee for a Covenant to me; God 
Jays, J give him; Faith ſays, I take him as a Gift, a 
free Gift; God ſays, I* give him, it is I that gives 


God's Gift; God ſays, I will give him, it is my Wil 
to do it; Faich ſays, Thy Will be done, even ſo! 
take him according to thy Will, Amen, ſo be it; and 
all the People ſhould fay Amen, and every one for him. 
ſelf ſhould ſay Amen to God's Offer, and receive and 
reſt upon him alone for Salvation, as he is offered, 
and in ſo doing, believe, that through the Grace of the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they ſhall be faved, 4 f 5. II. 
11. Hence, If Chriſt be thus given for a Covenant 
of the People, fee the Ground of Faith that all rhe 
| Hearers 
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n- earers of the Goſpel have : Why? the Offer is uni- 
on ral to all that hear the Goſpel, I give him for a Co- 
ay W-nant of the People. Let Anninians maintain at their 
nd Meri, their univerſal Redemption; but we muſt main- 


in, at our Peril, the univerſal Offer: Neceſſity 1s 
id upon us, and wo to us, if we preach not this Goſ- 
el to every Creature. Chriſt 15 ſo far given to all the 
ple that hear the (Goſpel, that it is warrantable for 
em to receive the Gift; it is no Preſumption for 
em to take what God gives, they ſhall not be guilty 


- 


t vitious Intromiſſion in ſo doing; = they mall be 


Fl ulty, they ſhall be damned, if they believe not, and 
2s Wie not God's Gift. It is true, Reprobates will ex- 
he Nude themſelves, but this Goſpel- offer does not excl de 


e; em; they have as fair a revealed Warrant to believe, 
e- the Elect have. We cannot fay, you are an Elect 
od Ilan, you are an Elect Woman, therefore believe; 
ih e have no ſuch Commiſſion: Nay, God, by this Goſ- 
'0- BW), caſt the Covenant in among all the People, ſaying, 
he Whoſoever will, let him take; whoſoever pleaſes, let 
im take, and in taking, he ſhall have a Proof of his 
eing an Elect, As it is ſaid of the Jews, To them belong 
e Covenant and Promiſes ; ſo ſay I to you Gentiles, The 
dyenant belongs to you, the Promiſe is to you and 
of our Children; you have a Right and a Warrant to 
od Wie all, and this Right was ſealed to you in Baptiſm, 
4 {id is proclatmed to you in this Goſpel, and you 
ves all be inexcuſable if you improve it not; you will 
as Ware none to blame for your Damnation but your 
ill les, and your own Enmiry and IIL-will; tos wi? 
o 1 come to ine that you might have Life. I would have 
md red you, and you wonld not 
m. 12. Hence we may ſeg the Certainty of the Conver- 
and on of the Elet; whole Converſion in particular, is 
1, W's great End and Defign in exhibiting Chriſt as 
the Ne Covenant to the People in general Ir is with a 
151 to give Chriſt to them in Poſſeſſion, tnat he 

ant Wives him to a viſible Church in the Goſpel-Offer. 
the tis for the Elects Sake that the Reprobate have an 
5 Otter 


m 
Offer of Chriſt; and if once all the Elect were gather. 

ed, the Sound of this ſilver Trumpet of the Goſpel 
mall be heard no more. The Diſpenfation of the ber 
Goſpel is the Mean which he ſanctifies and bleſſes m tbe 
that End, for working and begetting of Faith in all the 
Elect, whoſe Names, as I ſaid before, are all recorde 
in the Original Draught of the Covenant, which is in. 
deed a ſealed Writ, that we have nothing to do with, 
till once we have ſubſcribed the open Copy that is 
here before us all. However this Work is not lest! 
arbitrary to the Will of Men, otherwiſe none would 
ever be willing ; for all are Enemies, and the Poyer 
of Enmity is inſuperable by Men: Therefore ax 
Text promiſes, not only the Means, the general Do- 
nation of Chrift in the indefinite Offer, but alſo the 
Power, the effectual Application of the Covenant af 
Grace, to the Converſion of all whom Chriſt did u. 
- dertake for. Why? The Covenant, here exhibited, 
is propoſed as a Covenant of Light, Light to the Gen. 
tiles, and to remove ſpiritual Darkneſs ; a Covenant af 
Sight, to open blind Eyes, and ſo to remove ſpiritul 
_ Blindneſs; and a Covenant of Liberty, to remove ſi- 
ritual Bondage to Sin and Satan; all which denote ef. 
fectual Vocation, which is a being brought from Dark- 
neſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God. 
And hence we ſe, how effectual Vocation and ſaving 
Faith followed upon this very Goſpel Diſpenſation, 
AEs 13. 47, 48. So that an effectual Application of 
the Covenant of Grace is here promiſed to Chriſt, u 
Behalf cf all that were given to him: It is abſoutc 
ly promiſed, that He ſha# ſee his Seed, and ſee the Trava: 
of his Soul. The Election ſhall obtain, and all that the 
Father hath given him, ſhall chme to him; and pet 
we ſee that the Accompliſhment hereof, is by Wajs 
and Means of his Appointment, in the general Invitz 
tion and Call of the Goſpel. God, by his Wil d 
Precept revealed, commands all, wherever the Go-W! 
pel comes, to believe; and he mocks none, for i 


that do believe ſhall certainly be ſaved: And ” | 
none 


8 

tene have Power to make the Means effectual, yet 
the utmoſt Attendance to the general Call of the 
Goſpel, is of the utmoſt concernment to your Souls 
for Eternity; for who knows that he is not of that 
Number, whom Chrift covenanted for, and will make 
it effectual unto? But fo vaſt and comprehenſive is this 
Doctrine, that I might begin anew, to give a Bundle 
of more Inferences therefrom. : : 

1. Hence we may ſee the miſerable Circumſtances 
of all Unbelievers, that hear this Goſpel, and yet re- 
fuſe God's Gift of Chrift as a Covenant. They conti- 
me under a Covenant of Works, both in its command- 
ing and condemning Power. That they are under its 
condemning Power, is evident; for, ſays Chrift, He 
that belle ver not, is condemned already : And that they 
re under its commanding Power, is evident alſo; 
for, ſays the Apoſtle, They are Debtors to ab the whole 
Low, Gal. 5. 3. In Adam's Covenant, they remain 
nder Obligation to Duties and Puniſhment, as long 
vs they are not intereſted in the New Covenant. 
Tho by the Goſpel they are obliged to ſeek a 
tle to Life through Chriſt's Obedience, and Free- 
om from Wrath, through his Satisfaction; yet while 
tis Covenant is ſlighted, they remain obliged, in 
heir own Perſons, to yield perfect Obedience, upon 
Pain of Damnation; if they be not under the Com- 
mand with the Promiſe, Do, and Live, they are under 
ne Command with the Threatning, Do and be Dam- 
el. They are in a miſerable State; for the leaſt Fai- 
ure, in Obedience to the Command, brings them un- 
er the whole Curſe of the Threatning, and Wrath 
It the eternal God, while they will not have a bet- 
r Covenant. 

2. Hence we may ſee the Folly of all that prefer a- 


mining Covenant to this Covenant, which God 
res for our Relief. The Covenant of Works is 
a ruining Covenant, yet many prefer this Co- 
Fant to Chriſt, the Covenant of the People. They 
refer their doing to Chriſt's doing, while mey can- 

nor 
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not believe they ſhall have Acceptance with (y 
upon Chriſt's Doing and Obedience; and yet they vi 
hope, that if they do their beft, then God will x 
cept of them. O proud Devil, that thus makes þ 
Dung of thy Duties of more Account than f 
perfect Obedience of the Son of God! The Coveny 
with Hell is alſo a ruining Covenant, and yet f 
World prefers this alſo to that glorious Coveny 
while they are in League with their Luſts, and prck 
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their baſe Idols to the Son of God, Cc. f 
Hence we may ſee the Difference betwixt the L ng ( 
and the Goſpel, the Cevenant of Works and the nd: 
venant of Grace. The Law promiles nothing but eat 
on our Doing; the (Goſpel promiſes nothing but iſ": 
it on Chriſt's Doing; He is the Covenant of the Peoſl deſp 
be Covenant of Works promiſes Life, if we O leed 
1 in our own Perſons; the Covenant of Grace ne 
miſes Life, if we obey in our Strcty. The Cm 
dition of the Covenant of Works, and the Coven"; Menes 
Grace both, is perfect Obedience; but here lies d hure 
Difference, the Condition of the Covenant ente 
Works is perfect Obedience perſena; the Conde # 
tion of the Covenant of Grace is perfect Obe of 
ence imputed, and conveyed to us by a Faith of Go th 
Operation. Yet both Law and Goſpel are ſuee I 

In 


ſubſervient, the one to the other, and work to one a 
_ other's Hand, while the Law declares what Obedien 
God requires, and the Goſpel provides that Obedien 
and points out Chriſt as the All of it; ſo Faith do 
not make void the Law, but eſtabliſhes it, and mak 
it honourable, &c. Chriſt hath fulfilled the Co 
dition of the Covenant, to the Father's Contentmen 
The Lord is well pleaſed for his Righteouſneſs ſake, for ke fi 
magni tied the Law, and made it honourable. | 
4. Hence we may ſec the Difference betwixt Goff! 
Covenant of Grace, and our Covenant of Duties. 


Covenant of Duties is either private and perſonal, o 
publick and national. If by perſonal Covenanting In 
Vork 


either meant believing at firſt, and laying my 
| | 0 


dds Covenant, or the Believer's engaging) turougfi 


n; It is indeed the Duty and Honour of every Perſon, 
o be thus engaged. Publick and National Covenant- 
be is alſo the Duty and Honour of a Land; it was the 
'ory of Scotland, that we were ſolemnly in Covenant, 
herein our Forefathers, for themſelves and their 
holterity, engaged and ſwore againft Poperv, Prelacy, 
uferſtition, and every Thing contrary to the Word 


1d Government of the Reformed Church of. Sra-land; 
nd that as we ſhould anſwer to Jeſus Chriſt at the 
feat Day, and under the Pain of God's everlaſting 
'rath, and of Infamy, and Lois of all Honour and 
eſpect in this World: And, O may not our Hearts 
fleed to think on our Defection from old covenanted 
nciples, and Violation of Engagements; yea, of the 
ming and Burial of our Covenants, and many Grave- 
ones Iatd upon the Sepulchre ; alſo the Prevalency of 
bured Popery in this Land, without being duly la- 


nd Evgliſh Popiſh Ceremonies and Services, in many Pla- 
s of this Land, without being duly teſtified againſt ; 
ut the Zeal of many running in another Channel? Is ir 
ny Wonder then, that the key and Loſs of Honour, 
nd Reſpect in this World, mentioned in that Cove- 
ant, hath come upon us, while our Honour as à Na- 
on, and Glory as a Church, is ſunk into the horrible 
it and filthy Mire of Infamy, Bondage, Slavery, and 
mizmpt? However, Covenant Obligation to Du 
what we ftill ftand under; tho many be aſhamed of, 
nd refuſe to own theſe Obligations, yet it is the Glo- 
of our Land, however it be now defaced. And 
erefore, let us even, in our Approaches to a Commu- 
non-Table, go forward, lamenting our ſinful Defecti- 
n from the Covenanted Reformation, acknowledging 
r Solewh Covenant- Obligation; and hopmg, that 
ne Lord will, in due Time, revive a Covenanted 
Work, and pour out a * of Reformation. But let 
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race, to ſerve the Lord, in all the Duties of Religi- 


Cod, and to the Doctrine, Diſcipline, Worſhip, 


xented , and the open Introduction of abjured Prelacy, 


3. 


8 3 1 ; 
us withal remember, there is a vaſt Difference betyin 
God Covenant and our Covenant, betwixt his Promif 
and our Promiſe: We may break and change a tho. 
{and Times, but the Covenant of Grace is unchange. 
able, and ſtands faft in Chriſt. Many poor Chriftizy 
miſtake Matters ſadly, by confounding their Covenant 
and Engagement to Duty, with God's Covenant of 
Grace. They covenant to ſerve' the Lord, and the 
next Day they —_ it; O! fays the Man, the Core 
nant of Grace 15 broken. Groſs Ignorance ! the Cy. 
venant of Grace is quite another Thing. Therefore, 

5. Hence we may infer, If Chriſt be given for a Cc. 
venant of the People, the tranſcendent Excellency d 
this, above all other Covenants, whether of Legal: 
Works, or Goſpel-Duties. For here the Father j 
promitzng to the Son, that he ſhould be a Coven 
of the People; and ſo it imports all the excellent Q. 
Iiries and Properties that can be in a Covenant. 

7. If Chriſt be given of God for a Covenant of ti: 
People; then it is a Divine Covenant, a Covenant of * 
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God's making, and not of ours; it was made when we l 
knew notliing abcut it; 1t was made when we were no. D 
thing, yea, when we were foreſeen to be a Company «il © 
Inft and undone Sinners: God made it with his Son, © 
and eſtabliſhed all the Articles, Promiſes and Bleſſm i © 


oF it, before the Foundation of the World was lad; © 


vea, it is God that makes the Elect Soul, in a Dy” 
of Power, tc take up the Extract of it, to read it, a 
love it, to tion it. A 


Again, 2. If Chriſt be given for a Covenant of the 
People, chen it is a free Covenant, altogether free, ab. 


Jolute, and unconditional to us. It is a Covenant given 

© God, I will give thee for a Covenant. Our legal 
Hearts are ſtill for giving ſomething to God, and io! A 
giving him ris and the other Service, in hope of pic: *' 
. = © te - . > 8 Ry 1 
ing, and pacitying him, and doing ſo and ſo in Orr © 
N 1 Rt * 5 Po - 13 ** 7 It 

to Acceptance with him. Nay, but ſays God, yout 
* 1 0 07 


g me, Is vain, unleſs I give you; your giving 5 
ke. 
I's 


SVN! 


not the Wray of it, but JI give, and you ſhall © 


r 


29 
The Legaliſt is ay for giving, but the Believer is ay 
for taking; you muſt know that here you have nothing 
to give, but to take. There is an Order indeed ob- 
ſerred in the Covenant, and in God's giving: There 1s 
; Condition of Connection betwixt one Bleſſing and 
mother; firſt the Spirit of Faith is given, and then by 
Faich the Man takes other Bleſſings, and receives of 
Chriſt's Fulneſs, Grace for Grace. Here God gives 
all, and Faith takes all. All that is required is given: 
and all that is given, is given freely. Faith itſelf doth 
but receive a Right; it does not give one: It acts in a 
May of taking what God gives; it takes the Covenant 
that God gives, it takes the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
which is the meritorious Condition of the Covenant, 
and ſo is the Means of our being accounted righteous. 
Not a Promiſe of Life, or of the eternal Reward, can 
the Believer lay claim to, but in Chriſt; for all the 
Promiſes are in him Na, and in him Amer ; in him, in 
2 him, twice over, as I faid already: Why? we cannot 
oY claim any one Promiſe in our Name, upon. performing 
any Goſpel-condition, tho by the Helps of Grace; for 


SALES 


ue then, tho it were never ſo ſmall, it were of Debt to us: 
no. Bat our only Claim is in him, that is, in the Right of 
e elder Brother Jeſus Chriſt; and thus it is of Debt 
him, but only of Grace to us: And thus God is not 
no Debtor to us, but to himſelf, to his own Gaoaneſs 
id, end Faithfulneſs, and to his Son Jeſus Chriſt. If ei- 
ber Faith or Obedience were a proper Condition, then 

oi there were a ſuſpending the Acts of God, upon ſome 


Actings of the Creature; which, ſays an eminent Di- 


he vine (Dr. Owen) cannot be, without ſubjecting Eter- 
ib. ty to Time, the Firſt Cauſe the Second, to the Creator 


to the Creature. | 

3. Again, If Chriſt be the Covenaat of the People, 
then it is a full Covenant, having all Things in it; it 
bm Grace and Glory in it, Happineſs and Holineſs in 
er 25, Peace and Pardon, yea Chriſt who is All in all is in 
it; for he is the All of it. Who can tell me of a Grace 
5 © gracious Quality that does not ſpring ou: of this Co- 
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TT. 
venant and the Promiſes of it? It takes in all the by 
miſes made to Chriſt and to us. Some Premiſes a 
eonſtitutive of the Covenant, as theſe betwixt the g. 
ther and the Son, concerning a Seed; and here, Chi 
hath ſome peculiar Promiſes appropiate to him, wid 
are not afforded to us in the fame Manner and Degte 
Others are executive, or referring to the Execution ay 
Application of it, as, Heb. 10. 11, 12. Some are prin 
Cipal, and concern the End, Eternal Life ; others le 
principal, and concern the Means, whither internal, x 
the Spirit and Faith, or external, as Ordinances, alli 
comprized in the Covenant. 

4. Again, If Chriſt be the Covenant, then it is; 
ſure Covenant, the ſure Mercies of David. This Found. 
tion of Gods ſtands ſure : This Covenant 1s ſecured hy 
the Oath of God to his eternal Son, Once have I fm 
by my Holineſs, that I will not lie unto David. He hat 
fworn, that the Bargain ſhall ſtand, inſomuch, thati 
all the Devils in Hell ſhould attack the weakeſt Belie. 
er in Chriſt, or that ever looked towards a covenantel 
Chrift, they cannot ruin him, it is impoſſible ; for the 
Covenant, in which he is wrapt up, is -eftabliſhed 
drawn up and concluded betwixt two unchangeable 
Perſons, in Preſence of that conſenting , unchangeail: 
Witneſs, the holy Ghoſt, one God, and of one and the 
ſame Will eſſentially with the Father and the Son BW ut 
The Lora hath ſworn and will not repent, Thou art a Prieſt fn 
ever. The Parties of the Covenant of Grace are not 
God and Man, but God and Chriſt ; and the Believe 
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is no otherways a Party, but in Chriſt. And here 154 G 
Bottom of everlaſting Conſolation, that Chriſt and he 
are within one and the ſame Covenant, and it ſtands 
ſure to them as it ſtands faſt in him. In a Word, ch 
Chriſt be the Covenant, then it is a glorious Covenai i or 
ö 


a holy Covenant, an e e Covenant; but I om. 
a great deal of Particulars that I might here mention. Co 
6. Hence we may infer, what is the Marrow of the $y 


Goſpel-Feaſt in the Sacrament of the Supper; it is even fr 


Chriſt, givea of God to be the Covenant of ths * 
. 9 


ven 
ple . 
for 
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£y in the Sacrament, Chriſt and the Benefits of the 
ew Covenant are repreſented, ſealed and applied to Be- 
levers To take the Sacrament, is nothing but a 
Mock, if People 60 not in it ſacramentally, really, and 
beiicvingly take hriſt as the Covenant of the People: 
Yea, the Sacrament of the Supper is the Seal of the 
(ona, confirming to the Believer all the Promiſes 
thereof; This is the New Teſtament in my Blood. The Co- 
-n:mt is ſure enough in itſelf; but the Beltever is ne- 
ver too ſure of it, while he hath Unbelief in him: 
And therefore God hath condeſcended to po us all 
that we could require of the moſt faithleſsan 

Man upon the Face of the Earth, that we may believe 
him; not only his Word and Writ, and Oath, but 
bis Seal too; and all hath enough ado to confirm the 


ſtrengthen his Faith, but the fame almighty Power of 
God which wrought it at-firft, even the Power where- 
by he raiſed Chriſt from the dead. Yet, in theſe 
Means, he uſes to convey his Power for that End, and 
therefore the Believer is to uſe them: I fay, the Belie- 
ver, becauſe none, who by Unbelief refuſe the Cove- 
ann, are to meddle with the Seal thereof, to profane 
It; yea, * that uſe the Seal, and refuſe the Cove- 
unt, they ſeal their own Condemnation; for, being 
under the Covenant of Works, they ſeal no other Cove- 
wr, than that which they are under; and fo they TY 
themſelves up under the Bondage and Curſe of the CK 
vant of Works, which is the heavy Curſe of the great 
Cod. But now, paſſing all other Uſes, I come to cloſe 
with a Word N 
II. For Ex/ortation. If God hath given Chriſt to be 
the Covenant of the People, then the native Exhortati- 
on is, I. That ad the People take the Covenant that God 
i here giving them. And, 2. That all who take this 
ſovenant take the Seal thereof in the Sacrament of the 
dapper. But, at the Time, I confine myſelf to the 
firſt of theſe. | 

The 5 Exhortation is to all the People that hear me, 


That 


diſhoneſt 


Believer's Faith ; yea, nothing will confirm and 


2 

That ſeeing God makes Offer of his Chriſt to you, 20 

ives him as a Covergnt of the People, you would tag 
his Gift oft his Hand. I am come to make an Offer gf 
Chrift, as the All of the Covenant, to you, in his Nane 
who is the Covenant, and in his Father's Name, wh 
gives him for a Covenant of the People. If you go to 
Communion-Table, and take the Seal of the Covent, 
before you take the Covenant itſelf, you'll but max 
God, and fer a Seal to a Blank; yea, you'll ſeal your 
Covenant with Hell, and trample under Foot the Blog 
9 of the everlaſting Covenant. And therefore, I call yy 
* all, before-hand, to come and take the Covenam. 

I know not how the Call will be entertained ; man 
will flight it, but yet we muſt make the Offer in Got} 
Name, who bids us preach the Goſpel to every Cres 
ture. I know that you cannot and will not embrac 
the Offer, without Divine Almighty Power be extend. 
ed; but he uſes to make the Goſpel- offer the Chant 
of his Power to win Souls to himſelf. I know, more 
over, that as you're unworthy of ſuch an Offer, and ſci 
moſt unworthy to make ſuch an Offer; fo you would! 
mind, it is not me you have to do with, but the griin 
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and eternal ' God, that is oftering his Son to you fort: 
'a Covenant this Day: And as it jets ſuch a gloria. 
God to make ſuch a glorious: Offer, fo it ſets no viſa! 
Sinner here to refuſe the Offer. And chooſe or refill 
ou muſt ; there is no Middle; either you muſt recei N 
or rejc& Chriſt this Day, for he is offered univerially Mo 
to all the People here for a Covenant. I know further, tic 
that it is one of the hardeſt Things in the World, H- 
Men to perfwade themſelves, that God is in carneſt ſto | 
offering Chriſt to them, and giving Chriſt to them 0% t 
particular: And yet becauſe this is the very Porch ana! 
Avenue of Faith, O plead that God would deliver y0 be 
from ſuch blaſphemous Thoughts as tend to give © his 
Lic to the God of Truth, who ſwears by his Life that La! 
be will have no Pleaſure in your Death. Men ſha: 
find to their Coſt, that he called them in earneſt to beſdre 
I. 


lieve, when he damns them in carneſt for their oy 


lief this 


E700 : 
lief; for he that believes not ſhall be damned. I know 


further, that many deceive themſelves with a tem- 


porary Faith, thinking they take Chriſt when there 


who WF: no Faith of Divine Operation, but a counterfeit Faith 
) to: of their own forging : However, the Covenant muſt be 
n opened, and Chriſt offered, tho he Mould be a Stumbl- 


Wno-block to many, over which they fall and break 


mock r 
your their Necks; For the Covenaut will draw ſome to it pom- 
loot; ad ſveetiy, to raiſe a Divine Building en a Di- 


ya vine Tefiimony. J offer then a whole Covenant, a whole 
. I cbriſt to you, in his Father's Name, Who gives him 
many rea Covenant; will not you take, when God gives? 
ods Mt is true, God is not ſpeaking immediately to you in 
rer this Text, but to Chriſt, ſay ing, I wid give thee for a 
brace nent of the People; but ſtil! fo much the better for 
end. you, ſceing it is on your Behalt, that God who cannot 
nelle, te Eternal God is ſpeaking to his Eternal Son in 
'ofe- your Favours. There is the ſurer Ground, and ſtrong. 
nder Argument for your Faith, that you may ſay, Lord, 
ou inke thee at thy Word, and it is not thy Word to 
oreaWme only ; if it were directed immediately to me at the 
fort Hand, I am ſuchi a black filthy Monſter of Hell, 
rioa that J durſt not credit it; but it is thy Word to the 
rien Kir, fair Dm muct, who is thy Heart's Darling and De- 
ef leht, in whom thou art well pleaſed; and I think thy 
xi Nord to him muſt be a ſure Word, and it is thy Word 
alu him concerning me: Whatever I be, 1 am fare 
hehe thou will not go back of thy Word to him; and lo, I 
 forſtake thee at thy Word, and upon thy faichful Word 
ſt no him, who is the true and faithful Witneſs; I agree 
m that Contract, and put in my Name, conſenting t 
and bave him for a Covenum to me. O fare Work, if that 
yo be the Way of it! as ſure as God is faichful and true to 
ca bis eternally beloved Son. Well, Man, Woman, 
ca Laß, Lad, do you find in your Hearr thus to take the 
halt Crane in the Bulk? Need I ſay any mare for Mo- 
be ves? Conſider, “ „ 


noel 1. What for a State you're in, while you're out of 


et Wills Covenanc: You'rs under under a Covenant of 
Works, 
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Works, and fo under the Wrath and Vengeance of 
God, under the Bondage and Curſe of the Law ; yea, 
you're in Covenant with Hell and Death by that 
Contract; you have nothing to expect, but a terrible 
Death ſhortly, and a horrible Hell eternally. 

2. Conſider, that this Covenant is the laſt Bargain 
that ever God will make with you, or for you: The 
Covenant of Works is broken, and you're damned for 
ever, if you be not under another, for that Bargain is 
blown up. This new Orenant is a Plank after Sh. 
wreck ; tho it was contrived and tranſacted before the 
Firſt was broken, yea, from Eternity, yet it is a new 
Bargain propoſed to us after the Old is gone; and, if 
you vefuſe this, there is not another Covenant to fave 

ou; There remains no more Sacrifice for Sin, but 2 Certain 
fearful Looking for of Judgment, and fiery Wrath, that t 
conſume the Adverſaries. | 

3. Conſider, that this Covenant is a Bargain made it 

ready to your Hand: It is not a Covenant of your own 
making, it was made before the World was made, ard WC 
drawn up in the Counſel of Peace: And the All of « inc 
peed to you in Chriſt, who is the great Ordinance, WW": 

nſtitution and Appointment of the Father, for your iſ: 
Relief and Recovery from Sin and Miſery ; for hin ſr 
hath God the Fathcr ſealed, ſealed and authorized him to r. 
be the Bread of Life to periſhing Souls, ſealed and gi. 
ven him for a Covenant of the People, God hath ſealed 
and made ready a Covcnam for you; and all that is re. 
quired of you, is only, that you will not diſcredit 
God, and make him a Liar, but through Grace ſet to 
your Seal that God is true, receiving his Teſtimony 
concerning his Son. | 

4. Conſider, That you have a good Claim and Rigit 
to this Covenant, or a Warrant to accept of it: You 
have a Warrant, by the Call and Command of God, 
to believe; This is [is Commandment, that ye believe en tit 
Name of his Sen. You have a Warrant ſealed to you al- 
ready by your Baptiſmal Sacrament, it was a fealed 


Rigl:t to believe in Chriſt, and to take him for a C. 
| a 


6 | 


um; and you're obliged thereby to take Hold off this 


jvenant, and if you will nor ſet your Hand to it this 
tar Day, you practically renounce your Baptiſm, and the 
wole eri hath a ſtrong Grip of you. You have a Warrant 


fom the general, indefinite Promiſe and Publicatiqn of 


an this Covenant to you: The Promiſe is to you, and to your 
[ he Children, and to you is the Word of this Salvation ſent, Id 
for ve him for a Coucnante of the People, a Light *0 the Gen- 

N 13 Ir. So that it is publiſhed and directed ro you, Man; 
p- 


oyou, Woman; you have a Claim to take it for ee 
own. It is a Covenant for you, for every Soul of you 
within the four Corners of this Houſe; even you that 
are thinking, O it is not me that is meant: Yes, it is 
ou. Away with Unbelief, and let your Heart ſay, 

his is a Covenant for me: That is a Believing with 
Application; and wherefore am J ſent here, but to tell 
you that this Cowenant is fox you > You're welcome to 
it whoſoever will. | | 

5: Conſider upon what Terms you may have this 
rd Crane, On what Terms? The Condition of the 
i cnenont is already fulfilled ; Chriſt hath brought in e- 
ce, Noerlaſting Righteouſneſs, and God hath accepted it, 
and is well pleaſed with it, and on this Account pro- 
niſes all other Things freely; not a Farthing have 


o n to pay for this Covenant, it is God's Gift, 7'2 give 
1- er {ir Cobenant. There are but two Words neceſſa- 
d ty to make up. this whole Buſineſs; the one 1s a Word 


from Gad, ſaying, I give him far a Covenant, the o- 
ther is from you, ſaying, I take him for a Covenant tn 
ne. The firſt Word is Phy already, I give; and if you 
vant Faith to ſay, 4 tale, this the Covenant hath in the 
Loom of it ; The Spirit to work is promiſed in it; for 
be that ſays, I give him fir a Covenant, ſays alſo, I have 
Pu my Spirit upon him, and he ſhall bring forth Judgment co 
lle Gentiles : Yea, with the ſame Breath that he is gi- 
len for a Covenant, he is givm. for a Light to open blind 
byes, and for Liberty to open Priſon-doors. Now, Faith to 
like is eee and this whole Covenant, and all 


vation in it, is laid to your Hand; 4% is given, "oO 
| H e 
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a Covenant to you. But will you tell me, what the 


this Covenant, and deſpiſes this free Gift of God. The 


_ Holineſs, inſomuch that there was never leſs Holineſs, 


( 98) 


tie Covenant is given. Why, Sir, I think you leave m 
nothing ado at all. Yea, as much as you can do, an 
that is juſt nothing If you can believe by your om 
Power, then I'll rake back my Word; but that I knoy 

ou cannot do: And I give you as much ado as ny 
Text allows, which offers all, when it offers Chriſt x; 


worſe are you, that you who can do nothing, get no. 
thing ado; and that he who can do all Things, gets al 
the Work and all the Praiſe? Are you not pleaſed 
wich theſe Terms, to have all freely, without Money, 
and without Price? . b 

6. Conſider, that the moſt Part of the World reiets 


legal, unbelieving Heart will not have Chriſt at that 
eaſie Rate; the deviliſh proud Spirit of Man is not for 
taking · a Covenant from God, but for making a Covenant 
with him, for as ill as they are at keeping Covenants : 
They cannot believe that God will give all for nothing; 
ard therefore they will not take, withour making ſome 
Bargain of their own; yea, they think, that this Way 
of taking Chriſt for all, is an Enemy to Holineſs. And 
becauſe they thus contemn and reproach this holy Co- 
venant of Free Grace, which only can furniſh them 
with Holineſs, therefore God hath blaſted all their 


/ wh. I... am. ons ow. 


nor more Wickedneſs in a Chrittian World. I fay, 
the moſt Part of the World reject Chriſt the gifted 
Covenant, few in the World will have him, few in 
Scotland will have him. And, Is it nothing to you ol jt 
that paſs by? Do you think it a ſmall Matter, to fee 
the World crucity ing the Lord of Glory, and interpre- 
tatively renewing the Bloody Tragedy again, that was 
acted at Jersſalem really? And will ye have a Hand in 
the Murder alſo? The more they be that reject him, the 
more ſhould ye receive him. He hath long been ſet be- 
fore you in a preached Goſpel, and you have long re- 
fuſed him, and you know not but this may be the laſt 
Communion-Offer that ever you'll get of him; 7o Dy 


if ge nid hey his Poice, harden net pet. Hearts, 
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1. Conſider, that you cannot pleaſe God, nor glori- 
ſy him ſo much any Way,, as by taking this gifted Co- 
yeuant out of his Hand. As Abraham ſtaggered not at the 
Promiſe through Dubelief, but was ſtrong in the Faith, giving 
cbj to God ; ſo to take this Covenant of Promile is the 
Way to give Glory to God. You'll pleaſe him better 
than ever your Sins diſpleaſed him, yea, it is impothble 
to pleaſe him any other Way, for with Faith it i. im 
poftble to pleaſe God: But in this Way you'll pleaſe him, 
and content his Heart; yea, youll give more Satisfac- 
tion to his Juſtice for all your Sins, than your ever- 
laſting Damnation would do; for this a Covenant with 
him by Sacrifice, a Sacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling Sa- 
your, $1v10g infinite Dejection; for he that is * 
for a Covenant, is given for a Sacrifice, by whica Wd 
is pleaſed, and glorified to the Higheſt ; 

8. To name no more, conſider that this Covenant 
an anſwer all Objectio s; and the very Propoſal in 
tie Text is ſuch as may ovviate all, on whatever 
Ground you ſtate them. P'Y give thee for a. Covenant of 
the People, a Light of the Gentiles, to open blind Eyes, and 
to bring out Priſoners out of their Priſon-houſe. There is no 
Room, no Place for any Objection here; for the Te- 
nor of the Covenant anſwers all Diffieulties. Whate- 
yer be the Pri ſon - houſe you're in, this Covenant not 
only knocks at the Priſon- door, but breaks open the 
Door, and comes in, ſaying, There is my Hand of 
Power to help you out, will you take my Help? © 
lracl, thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, bat in me is thy Help: 
Will you have it? Let your Heart ſay, Lord, it is 
welcome. Are you in the Priſon of the loweſt Hel! 
tat ever any was in upon Earth? This Covenant 
comes ſo low as to lift you up, if you do not reject the 
Counſel of God againſt your felves. Would you wiſh 
to be free of all that adneſs, Hardneſs, Blindneſs, 
dtupidity and Enmity, which you. reckon make you 
unfit, and unprepared for coming to Chriſt, and taking 
nis Covenant? Why this Covenant is adapted for 
aring theſe Plagues; and when you take this Cove 
2 nant, 


— 


Ty 60 J . 
nant, you take it as a Cure for all theſe Diſcaſt 
which never can be cured till you take this Remedy, 
for to cure yourſelves, and then come to this Covenant 
s impoſſible ; but to come to this Covenant, and ger 

the Cure of all Maladies that affect you, is God's inji. 
tuted Means of Salvation. Would you wiſh to be fre 

of that Temptation, that you're no Elect? Accept d 
14 this bleſſed Bargain, and your Election is ſure. Why 
12.46 dare ſay that you're a Reprobate ?Poor Worm of Yeſte. 
1149 day's Date, will you ſpeak as if you had been upon the 

Privy-council of Heaven from all Eternity? Wil 
you rather beguile the Devil, = ſaying whatever I h, 
this Covenant conſtitutes my Duty, and therefore II 
venture upon the Covenant at the Call of God? Bur, 
r I be not an Elect, I will not get Grace to venture 
or Grace to believe. What mean you, Man, by Grace 
to believe? Is not Grace to believe conveyed by 
ſuch a Call as this? And therefore if you flight thi 
Call, you flight the Grace that would make you be. 
14 ö lieve; and therefore, O let not the Devil make a Foo! 
„ of you: Would you wiſh to be free of that Temptat. 
5 19 on, that you have ſomed the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, ant 

| 


that there is no Mercy for you? Why, if you embrace 
this Offer this Day, you may be ſure you was never 
galley, nor ever ſhall. Tell me the Clauſe of the 
ext that ſecludes you from meddling with this Cove- 
nant ; and why will you debar yourſelves? What 1 
the Caſe that this Covenant cannot anſwer ? Are ther 
6 any here that have falſe and fickle Hearts, that break 
all Bonds? O here is auitable Covenant for you. It 
1408 | you cannot keep the Covenant, the Covenant will kee 
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you. The Baſtard-covenants of your own making wil 
not keep you, but this Covenant will, Jer. 32. 42 
Are there any here that want Phroughbearing in the 
World, and are fear'd for Straits, and even Tempo 
| ral Difficulties + Here is a Covenant that ſays, Be? 
0 Pall be given thee, and thy Watcr ſpall be ſure ; yea, vc 
j 9 thou ſbalt be fed, and in the Day of Famine fhall be ati) 


fed. Are there any here that cannot. get Reſt _—\ 
a 


Mc i vo. vuvweFy 


"LOOT YI 
ea n the Creatures, Here is a Covenant” that ſays, Come to 
nedy; mw, all ye that ave weary ana heavie laden, and ] will give 
nant 9 reſt. Are there any here, that think te mſelves poor, 
ge abject Creatures, ſaying, O I am but a Burden to my 
ini. elf, and a Burden to all that are about me; no Body 
ee MY cares for me, and, I fear God cares not for me either; 
Tam caſt out at all Hands? O here is a Covenant that 
ſongs, He will gather together the Outcaſts of Hrael. Is there 
any here fear'd for Death, and knows not how to win 
through that dark Trance? O here is a Covenant fit 
for you, that fays, O Death, I wil be thy Plague, and 
Death ſhall be ſwallowed up in Victory. Are there any here 
labouring under Deſertion ? Here is a Covenant that | 
ſays, II lead the Blind in a Way they know not, I' never | 
ume you nor forſake you. Are ye for this Covenant? Is ' 
| 


there any here labouring under Temptations? Here is 
a Covenant that ſays, The God of Peace will bruiſe Satan ' 
inder your Feet fhortly ; and My Grace ſhall be ſufficient for 
lee. Is there any here labouring under the Power 

Sin and Corruption? Here is a Covenant that ſays, I 
will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in my 
Yatutes, I will ſabdue your Iniquity: Vea, he who is the 
Covenant ſays, For your Sake ] fanfify myſelf, that you alſo 
might be ſanftified. And again, The Water that 1 ſhall gies 
him ſhall be in him @ Hell of Witer fringing up to eternal 
lie Is there any here ſay ing, I am a loft Creature? 
The Covenant 1s N I come to ſec and to ſave that 
wach was loſt. Is there any here ſaying, O I have fin- 
ned ro the uttermoſt ? This Covenant fays, He is able 
to ſave to the attermoſt. If you fay, you cannot believe, 
the Covenant ſays, Chriſt, who is the All of the Cove- 
nant, is the Author of Faith; and the Spirit of Faith is 
piven when the Covenant is given, all Grace t given 
when it is given. Are you content to have this Cove- 
nant, and all the Grace of it? If you ſay, you cannor 
repent, the Covenant ſays, Him hath God exalted with his 
Right-hand, to give Repentance. What is the Caſe that 
the Covenant cannot anſwer? Why, ſay you, You're 
calling us all, both Wicked. and Eodly, to accept of 
this Covenant; But does not God ſay to the Wicked, 

; ö M ha: 


0 
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What haſt thoy to do to take my Covenant in thy Ah k 
ang thos hateſt Inſirufio, aud caſteſt my Law behind | 
Back. Very true, he ſays fo, Pſal. 50. 16. Yea, . 
Voice of God in the Law, ſays, Vengeance upon ou In 
there is no eſcaping that Vengeance, but by Hearing 
and Believing what the Voice of God in the Goſpel 
covenant ſays, and by taking it, not in your Mouth t 
abuſe it, but in your Heart to love and improve it fot 
8 your Sanctification as well as for your Jul tion 
for making you holy as well as happy. God's Cove 
44 nant 1s a holy Covenant, and it works out Sin, an 
1 advances Holineſs. in all that are under it. What 
would ye have me believing in Chriſt before my Lit 

be reformed ? may ſome ſay. Yea, 1 would have yo 
ES +. Þclicvein Chriſt, in Order to Reformation, and tak 
WMS - Ing him for a Covenant, in Order to your Sanctifc 
. If tion. Why then, ſay you, I'll take Chriſt and m 
» is Luſts both I defy you, Man; if you take him, yo 
muſt let theſe go away; yea, it is impoſſible 1 
take him, and keep your Luſts too; for whenever 
the Covenant of Grace is embraced, the Cove 
nant with Sin and Hell is abandoned. And there 
M4. fore, if any come to this Covenant to ſeek Sheltet 
£448. nl to any one Luft under it, it is no coming at all, it i 
þ no Faith, but Fancy; yea, it is a e de of God 
and his holy Covenant, and will bring a Curſe upo 
you inftead of a —_— To come to .this Covenant 

is to come to the Lamb of God that takes away the 
Sins of the World; it is a coming to Jeſus to be ſave 
from Sin. But O, fay you, I cannot think that thi 
Covenant of Grace ſays a good Word to me; I hav 
been making God to ſerve with my Sins, and weary! 
bim with mine Iniquities. Indeed, the Law and Co 
venant of Works fays, You are a dead Man, the Sou 
ml that ſinneth ſhall die; but ſee what the Covenant 0 
' Mt Grace fays, 1. 43. 24, 25. IJ, even I am he that blu 
15 Fl; teth out thy Tranſgreſſion for my Names ſake. Take chi 
Covenant then, and Pardon with it, as well as Purit 


carion. O but what ſays the Covenant to one oy 
2 at 
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C03 6 HEN 
hath been neglecting Prayer, and forgetting God all 
my Days? Why, there is no Word in the Law for 
ou but Fury, Pour our thy Fury ypor the Heathen, and the 
Families that call not on thy Name. Ihe Wicked ſhall te 
urned into Hell, and all the Nations that forget God. But 
there is a Word even for ſuch 11 the New Covenant, 
In found of them that ſought me nut. O come and take 
the Treaſure you was never ſeeking after to this Day, 
and it will ſweetly determine you to ſeek his Face all 
the Days of your Life O bur, what will the Covenant 
ay to fuch whoſe Caſe you have not touched, and 
who think their Caſe nameleſs, and that Minifters can- 
not find our a Name for them, becauſe they are juſt 
hidden among the Miſt of the bottomleſs Pit, among 
the Reek of Hell, ſo as they cannot be found out? 
Why, the Covenant hath a Word to you, 7. 62. laſt, 
Thu ſhalt be called Sought out, a City not farſaken; there is 
Name for you, thou ſhalt be called Seyght our : This 
Covenant 1s ſent this Day to ſeek you out from the Bot- 
tom of the dark Priſon that you are in, whatever it be; 
kill you take the Benefit of this Covenant? Are you 
frit, Man, Woman? Will you have a Chriſt to be. 
Covenant to you? Young People, will you have 
him, thar you may not live in the Devil's Service 2 
Od People, will you have him, that you may not 
de with the Devil in your Arms? Drunkard, wilt 
jou have him, that you may get a Drink of the new 
Wine of Conſolation ? Unclean Perſon, will you 
ave him, to waſh you that you may be fitted to walk 
mt him in White ? Swearer, will you have him, 
lat your Tongue may be ſhap'd for a Hallelujah? _ 
lan, Woman, who haſt ſeven Devils in you, will 
jou have him who hath the ſeven Spirits that are be- 
are the Throne (that is, the eternal Spirit with his 
ous Operations) that he may put the Devil out o 
, and put his Spirit within you 2 Whoſoever will 
iy have a Covenant this Day, that will make you 
for ever. Is there any here that diſpiſes all this 


je, faying, I will keep my Luft and Sins ſay 
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muy glorious Maſter, I would fain ſpeak her fair on her 


| 


| 


that Covenant? Say you ſo, Man! then as the Lord 


* 
8 
| 
if you live and die in that Mind, I ſummon you to an- 


ter Bargain for you? or will the black Covenant with 


2 what you will; it is but a, new Scheme, per. 
' haps out of your own. Head; I have no Fancy fy 


lives, you have ſpoken this againſt your own Life 
J proteft againſt you in the Name of God, and ſhake 
the Duſt off my Feet, in Witneſs againft you, That, 
on the 19. Day of Aut 1722, at a Communion at 
Dunfermline, Chriſt, and in him all the Covenant of 
Grace, was offered to you, and you refu'ed bim; and 


ſwer for this Refuſal, before his awful Tribunal ar the 
great Day. But, becauſe I am courting. a Bride for 


arriage-day; therefore, O Refuſer and Deſpiſer dt 
Chriſt, will you bethink yourſelf yet, and take your 
Word again; many a Slight have you put upon thi; 
glorious Chriſt, and yet he is content to take you fo 
all that, he is loath to take a Nay-ſay; and therefore 
I would ask, in his Name, before you give him a to, 
tal Refuſal, will you tell me, Where will you do bet 
ter? Will a broken Covenant of Works be a bet 


Hell and with your Luſts and Idols be a betta 
Bargain for you? or is the vain, periſhing World 
a better Bargain ? No, no ; the Devil himſelf doe 
not think ſo, whatever he ſuggeſt to you. But again 
before you give him a total Nay-fay and Refuge 
will you tell me, how you will do without hin Nit 
or, if you make a Shift while you live, O how wil 
you die without him? and how will you ftand 1 
Judgment without him? and Death and Judgmeſ n 
may be at Hand: There are many dead, and aw 
to Eternity ſince the laſt Communion here; and tb 
may be the laſt Communion-Invitation that ever y0 
will get: If you refuſe Chriſt now, it may be ti 
laft Offer that ever you- will get of him ; he ha 
taken many Refuſals off your Hand oy wn | 
finally, before you refaſe him wholly, think ag; 

what you are refufing ;, Is Chriſt a deſpicable 1 


ö 
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7 { trampled under your Feet? Is he a hateful Ob » 
hom yer the Tongues of all the glorious args 


wm” 


p Ed 


per 
ord bims are not worthy to adore? Is the everlaſting Þþ 
ife WMojenant a Matter of Moon-ſhine ? Is the Love f 


, the Blood of Chriſt, the eterng] Intereſts f 
dur Immortal Souls, and the Divine Glory, all 
Watters of Indifferency to you! Is the great Jz- | 
jovan his giving Chrift to be 4 Covenant of tne 
ople, a contemprible Thing? And is this a Gitt 

vt worth the 3 O No, no, ſay ye, ſurely it 


the: worthy Offer. hy then, by the awful Autbo- 
for of the eternal God, and by the Blood and Bowels 
ber bis eternal Son, I adjure you to take him and his 
Wo)! 


her's Bleſſing, and all the Bleflings of the ver- 
outing Covenant with him. O fay you, I think Lam 

Ge] and overcome by this Offer and Propoſal; but 
bow not if it be a paſſing Thought that will eva- 
ih, or a real Faith that will abide the Trial; !! 
ar it be but looſe Work, and a temporary Flaſ n. 
Why, Man, the Covenant can refolve you in that 
Iiculty ; and it ſays, Fear not, for 1 am thy God, 1 
ul firengthen thee, I am thy Saluarien. Are you co 


en to take the Covenant for this End, to diſcover the 

or i &s of your F aith, and to work in you the Faith 

10 God's Ele&t ? Can you ſay, that it is not in your 
ih, but in Chriſt hinfelf, that you are ſeeking Sal- 

aa on, that you are not building your Faith upon your ; 

11 lth, nor your Hope upon your Hope, but both 
ir ur Faith and Hope upon the Covenant? Can you * 


% that whatever be wrong about you and _ 
fh, yet you ſee there is nothing wrong about 
triſt and the Cevenant, But that it is well ordered 
ball Things and ſure, and ſueh as can right all that is 


hy ung about you? Can you ſay, However I am in the 
Wk about my Faith, yet I have ſometimes found 
At it my Unbelief, and, that I could no more believe 


bn 1 could move the Earth from its Center 5+ but 
the joyful Sound of _ Goſpel- grace hath as" 


| 


i Bad — — 
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= cd my Heart, and made me take up ſo. much Gloy 4Y 
and * in Chriſt, that I think all the Wo 
nothing in Compariſon of him; and I think 
| Heart's Deſirè is, O to have him for my Prophet, f 
take away the Darkneſs of my Mind; as a Prieſt, þ 
take away the Guilt of my Sins; and as a King, to tal 
away the Power of my Lufts' Fain would I hay 
him, that thus my Soul may be bleſt in him, and h 
Name may be glorified in me. Why then, whatey 
ou think of your Faith, and of yourſelf, as the black 
Monſter of Sin and Guilt that ever was out of Hell, ye 
it ſeems you have the Faith of God's Elc&. I woult 
fain hope, that ſome Souls in this Aſlembly are gripth 
the Hand of Grace, and content to fign this Covern 
with their Heart: And woe's me that there ſhouldhy 
any here that would ſet all this Lot and Grace, ant tli 
good Prize go by them, and they never have a Heart to it. BU 
yet ſome that þave a Heart to ſign, may be ſaying, 0 
cannot write, I caunot belivyc, I can ſubſcribe, the I thi 
T could de it with a 11104jand Gooa-wills Say you, fo, Man! 
I*i} tell you good News, Cheat hath the Book oft 
Covenant in the one Hand, and the Pen is in his othe 
Hand, ready to ſet down your Name, and to ſubſcrib 
for vou; enly declare before imeſſes that you canno 
Write, and do you touch the Pen, ſaying, Lord, & 
down my Name, conſenting to eviry Article of the Cout 
rant, ani pleaſed with the whole Frame of it. Say yo 
10.2, well, it is done, or he hath the Pen of a rea 
Writer; your Name is within the Bond already. B 
if Grace will help you toa new AC of Faith, a ſtrong 
er Act, read over tne Csvcriunt again, and hear how ti 
great Fehovob is ſpeaking and not I; and ſpeaking 
his only begotien Son thar lies in Bis Boſom, ſay ing, e 
give thes tw a Covenant © the People. Now, let F aith ſa 
Lord, I take thee ut thy Word; I hear thee ſpeałin 
to thy lelowed Son concerning me a poor, dark, blindan 
bound Gentile ; wilt thou ever go back of th W ord bat 
thy Son? No, in deſpite of the Devil, I think that is e 
ture} Word that ever was ſpoen; it is to * mog 


wende can make me fair and clean: Thy Grate hath 


| | 
2 that ever was, for aduancing thy eternal Glory, and 


wy Defire ; I ſee it is well ordered in all Things and 


— 


ae the Seal in the Sacrament of his Supper. 
| * 
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The Subſiance of ſome Diſconrſes after the 
dacrament, ou the ſame Subjcet, 


Ow, my Friends, it were not fit I ſhould detain 

ou, by ſpeaking to the ſe veral Sorrs of People 
here ; j ſhall onlFdrop a few Words in the general. 
Ithink, if my Heart deceive me not, the great Thing I 
vas helped to ſeek, ſome Time before this Solemnitv, 


a5 to be carried through the Work, for I thought that 
would ſoon come to firtle Account; but I would have 
had a Day of Power among you that are the People, that 
the Glory of the Lord might ſhine among you, And 
how, what ſhall I ſay ? O to whom is the bes of the 
Lord revealed ? Hath the Right-hand of the Lord 
done vallantiy, even the Man of his Right hand, whom 
he hath made ſtrong for himſelf ? Hath the Lord ap- 
feared as yet for as much of the Work as is vr or 
ſhall we expect that he will appear in the Work that is 
et to follow? or ſhall our Prayer juſt only return to 
cur Boſom again? I would ask you, What welcome 
Entertainment hath Chriſt, the Father's gifted Covenant, 
ot among you this Day? He hai given him for a Cove- 
the People; and who of all the People Eave wel- 

k | a 1 <omed 


„et, and to me in him ; and therefore, behold, 1 
ee thee ar thy Word; black and ugly as Fam, the 


nanered me, thy Love hath drawn me, and I am 
eaſed with the Bargain; and I fee it is the beſt Bar- : 


fire: Why then, the Lord be thanked that it is a done 
Bargain, and that God's Gift is taken off his Hand. 
And therefore, „abim 7aken the Covenant, never fland ty 


vas not only Aſſiſtance to Miniſters, and to myſelf, ſo 


\ 


eternal Good; ] ſee it is all my Salvation, and al! 
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-It is covered yet, and Chriſt is the Feaſt that is {et up 
it, and you are all welcome; for all that have eaten 
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Fr, Are you centent to have God's gifted Cort 
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ther's Gift? I fear there are many Fed 


Table be drawn, yet the Covenant Table is not drawn, 


there is Bread enough, and to ſpare, in his Father) 
Houfe : Chrift as the Cevenan: is offered to you, Man, 
to you, Woman, to you that are before me, and be- 
hind me, and round about me, in every Corner of thi 
Place; tho I do not ſec you; yet God's Eye is upon 
you, and his Word is directed to you: Yea, this c- 
vent 1s directed and offered to you, he is the People's 
Cavenant ; let the People come, be who they will, even 
the vilet Monſter of Sin out of Hell; God's giving hin 
In this Goſpel, is your Warrant forgaking him : And 


i you will not hearken to this Goſp d-Offer of Chriſt fu vc 
a Covenant to you, I charge you, in God's Name, ani He 
as you will anſwer at his Tribunal, to declare befor ed, 


kim and your own Conſcieaces, what ye have to faya 


inſt him : Is it that you are not holy? Nay, yon 
mall not have that to ſay, for to the unholicft Soulſcon 
here this Covenant is offered, for this End to make yo. 
holy; and never ſhall you be holy till you come aq 
accept of it. Is it that you have not Grace to come Wie 
Why, Man, when this Covenant is offered; Chriſt and hay. 
all the Graces in him is offered, and among the ref. bel 
Grace to draw you: And if you will not put away thi» 
Grace from you, it will take hold of you, Is your Ob be 11 
jection this, I fear my Unbelief, Enmity and III- wil bre: 


put away all that Grace? Why, that is the thing mo 
to be faared; and yet, if that be indeed your Fear 
there is the leſs Ground of Fear ; for this Covenant. 
offered to you, to take away your III-will and Enml 


that End? Really I knqw notwhat good Thing ie 
m al the World char you want or No but what is 
offered to you in this Covenat, for Chriſt is the All f 
the Covenant; and he, who is the All of it, B All in 
al: And therefore I charge you again, before 7 
bid him farewell, to declare what you have to fay a- 

ainſt him, whom God is giving for a Covenant: Shall 
take your Silence for-a Confeſſion, that you have no q 
thing to fay againſt him? Then by the Glory of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, by the eternal Salvation 
of your immortal Souls, by all the Joys of the Redeem- 
ed, and Tdrments of the Damned, I charge ũërr 
all; and every one of you, to welcome the Covenant f 
the People that God is giving, and that by your hear | 
ſaying, Even ſo, I take him, as the Father offers him in t 
Gope!, to be'a whole Covenant to me, to do all my Work in 
m, and for me. What ſay you, Drunkard,. Swearer, 
Whoremonger, Scarlet-coloured Sinner in Dumfermline ? 
What fay you, Communicant and Spectator? It may 
be, he Thing that keeps you back, is, OI am un- 
worthy to have him; True, but unworthy Monſter of 
Hell as you are, if you think him worthy to be receiy- 
el, I charge you again, by all the Blood that he ſhed _ 
Jeruſalem, and by all the Bowels of compaſtion that 
move within him, that you do not refuſe him, but Wel- 
come God's Gift, welcome God's Send, ſaying, Bleſſed 
ir he that cometh in the Name of the Lord. If, after all, 
jou are 125 ? _ a little, Sir, let me take it to Ad- 
ment for ſome Days; No, no, Man, Woman, I 
have no commiſſion to allow. you a Day, or an'Hour's 
Delay, TagDay, if ye will hear his Vaice, Barden not your 
kart; If yOu refute to Day, I know not but you may 
be in Hell to Morrow. What if the next Hour the 
breath ſhould go out ef your Body ? and if your Soul 
It our of your Body before it flee in to Chrift, you are 
zone, you are undone for ever and ever: If God's om- 
potent Grace and almighty Power, which only can 
make you willing to accept of his Offer, be not accom- | 
paying this Call, he needs not our Apology ; he ĩs — N. 
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pelt, an 
neſs; yet fill you are obliged to obey his call, and 
pour wilful Rejefting, is inexcuſable. And therefore, 
= if, after all, this Gift of God for a Covenant of the 
People, be lighted by You, You not being content 
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ol the everlaſting Covenant to waſh You, to juſtifie You, 
t 0ð0 ſanctifie and ſave You, nor believe that God gives it 
to You to be received for that End, then there will be 


. Remember what a free Offer of Chriſt You have got 
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cign, that's obliged as a Debtor to none but hin, 
his own Pleaſure, and his Son's Righteouf 


hoe,  Q Yew 


that God ſhould rent and rive the old contract that was 


Er. OO ww ſy = —— = 


Blood for Blood; He that belieweth not, ſball be dawned 


this Day ; You have nothing to pay for this Covenant, 
Fl give thee for a Covenamt ; You have nothing to pay 
for a Pardon, the condition of the Covenant is ful filled 
by Chriſt, and in it is a full Payment of all Debt; and 
therefore, ſo freelie is the Pardon, and Life offered to 
You, that You cannot have it till You have nothing to 
pay for it.See how the creditor deals with theDebitorin 
the Parable, Zuke 7 42. When they had nothing to pev, le 
frankly forgave them both, Now, the legal old covenant 
heart of many ſays, with the wicked Servant, Ls, 
have Patience with me, and I will pay thee all; I will grow WW cx; 
a better Man, I will fall a repenting and ren the 
and then I hope God will pardon me: That Man hath JW anc 
ſomething to pay, at leaſt he fancies ſo, aud therefore 
he hath no Forgiveneſs. But when a poor Soul 1s 
brought to this, Oh, I have nothing to pay; if I be the 
Payer of my own Debt, it will never be paid for me; 
the Debt of Satisfaction will never be paid for me; the 
Debt of Obedience, the Debt of Dutie;, I have nothing 
to pay my Debt, nay, not the leaft Farthing of the 
Debt, were it but a good Thought, it can never be 


paid by me: Why then, that Man ſtands fair for a — 
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Ecmilſion, according to this free Covenant; When they © 
e nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Are You 
nd bor this new Covenant Way of it, to come and bring 
, nothing, and get all freelie out of the Covenant, that 
he belongs to Grace and Glorie, Debt and Dutie, Happi- 
nt ness and Holineſs ? Now what ſhall I ſay to God, When 
„Igo back to my, clofet, where I was pleading the laft 
Ve Week, that he would ſhew his Glerie, and draw ſome 
ie of You to himſelf 2 Shall I go with a complaint upon 
I You, and fay, Lord, they will not come; they prefer 
11 i their baſe Luſts to the glorious Lord Jeſus; the Drunk- 
od Wl ard prefers his cups to thee, the Whoremonger prefers 
, bis Whoredom to thee, the covetous Man prefers the 


World to thee, the Legaliſt prefers his own Righte; 
ouſneſs to thee-? Shall we complain to this Purpoſe ? 
or, will You give occaſion to Chriſt to complain upon 
Lou to his Father, ſaying, Father, thou didſt give me 


t, to be a Covenant of the People, but yonder is a People 
n Donfermline, that care not for me, and deſpiſe thy 
d Gift. They will not come to me that they might have Lyfe : 
d will not the Father frown upon You, when the Son 
to WY complains upon You : And, O, if You continue of 


that Mind, he will frown You ro Hell. But O may 
ve hope that ſome at leaſt have ſubſcribed their Names 
to the Covenant this Day? We would go back to God 
with a Song of Praiſe in our Mouths, and glorifie his 
Name for the Wonders of his Grace; yea, If I may fo 
expreſs it, Chriſt would with a glad Heart ſhew his Fa- 
ther the Copy of the Covenant that You have ſigned, 
and that was offered and directed to You, as to the 
Gentiles, to theſe that were under Darkneſs, Blindnefs 
and Bondage, and in the Priſon of Sin, Death and 
Wrath. Will not the Father be pleaſed when the 
Covenant-Roll is read over, with the Names of all the 
dubſcribers and Aſſenters to the Covenant, and your 
Name among the reſt? There is one that ſubſcribed 
his Name thus, I one of the People, one of the Gen- 
tiles; I, one of the blind and bound Priſoners, aſſent- 
bg and conſeating. Well may God ſay, Was not the 
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welcome to him; ſo, Oh, ſhall we have a Commiſſi 
on from You, to tell him that he is welcome to You! 
Since God the Father declares, that You're welcome 
to his Son, ſaying, TI give him for 4 Co nant of the Pai 
ple, ſhall we go and tell him, O God and Father af 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, yonder People have taken iet 
at thy Word, and are ſay ing in their Hearts, Thy Son 
is welcome to them? O if Chriſt and You welcome 
one another this Day, whether it be the firſt welcon- 
ing to ſome of you, or a confirming welcoming to o. 
thers, if he and you, I ſay, be welcoming one aro- 
ther this Day, Glory: Glory to God, that ever ths , 
Day dawn'd. Eternity will be Duration little enougn WM... 
to praiſe him for this Day. Glory, Glory to God tot 
the Tires happy Meetings; Glory to him for the Nov 
happy Meeting betwixt the Divine and Human Nature Mfperf 
in one Perſon, and that is the glorious Perfon given u t 
be a Covenant to you; Glory ro him for the happy Mee 
Meeting betwixt Juſtice and Mercy, who have kiß 
done another, and ſaid, We are both pleaſed, and are 
honoured! by him, who is given for the Covenant df 
the People; And Glory to him for the happy Meeting 
betwixt the Saviour and the Sinner, berwixt the C Cove 
yenant and the People, it is a Meeting indeed ＋ e © 
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T1998: < 
be Lord God of the Hebrews met with you in Danferm- 
by? Hath the Covenant taken hold of your Hearts 46 

WO Gloric to him then, for it is a Meeting never to 
part, the Covenant will never quit the Grip again; 
und therefore as you have received Chriſt ſo walk you 
n him; as you have received God's gifted Covenant, 
o make uſe of it and impraye it. When you find you 


el Sang | , : 
Le have no Righteouſneſs, look 0 the Covenant ro fur- 
= din you, for his Name ſhall be called uf Lonp 
1 RicHTEOUSNKkSS When you find you have 


o Strength, look to the Covenant to furaiſh you; 
for it lays, My Strength ſhall be perfeck in thy LVcaknefs. + 

hen you find you have no Life nor Livelineſs, look 
to the Covenant to furniſh you, for it ſays, 7 am the 


1 deſerechon and the Life. When you find little of the 
hints Influences, look to the Covenant to furniſh 


you, for it ſays, Twill pour Mater upon him that is thirſty, 
md Pods upon the dry Ground, When you find you 
are much Sin and Guilt in and about you, look to 
te Covenant for Pardon, for it fays I, even I am he 
that blotteth out thy Tranſzreſſions for my Name's ſake. 


" nen You find your Luſts and Corruptions to be 
SWoncrful and prevalent, look to the Covenant for 
i bortigcation, ber it ſays, Siu ſball not have Dominion 
k r you, for ye are not under the Law, but under Grace: 


hen You find little or no Holineſs taking Place 
In your Hearts and Ways, look to this holie Co- 
enant, and it will make You more holie than e- 
er the Covenant of Works could do; for this 
venant of Grace does preſent the Law with a 
perfect Holineſs, whether You take it as the Law 


Wet Works, or a Rule of Life in the Hand of a 
Mediator. As the [Law is a Covenant of Works, 


tie Believer bath, by this Covenant, a perfect Holt- 
neſs in his Hand, a Divine Righteouſneſs anſwer- 
p to that: And as the Law is a Rule of Life in 
be Hand of Chriſt, the Believer hath, by this new 
Covenant, a perfe&t Holineſs alſo, got onlie by Vir- 
bw of his Union to Chriſt the Fountain of HE = 


| ( 74 ) . IN 

but in his own Perſon; he hath a Perfection e. 

Parts here, and a Perfection of Degrees hereafty 

But as to this Perfection of Parts in Time, i | 

indeed manie Times ſo low, that the Believer en 

hardlie diſcern it. Why, may one ſay, The Thing 

that frightens me is, left I be a practical Aufm 

an, and a Goſpel Rypocrite; becauſe, tho I think n 

Heart goes in to the Offer of Chriſt as a Cor 

nant, yet | can never find the powerful and find 

fying Virtue of this Covenant, to deſtroy my Lf 

and Corruptions, but ſtill Iniquity prevails again it 

me; And can I take Comfort in the Covenant inc 
that Ca%, without abuſing free Grace to Licentiof 

neſs ? For clearing this, I ſhall only fay to Yo 

that if You can nouriſh and cheriſh Sin, and yet 

take Comfort in the Covenant, that Comfort js 

ſuſpicious like, and flows from a Fancie, and not fron 

the Faith of God's Operation; for he that hath thi 

Hope, purifieth himſelf, even as God is pure, Faith pu 

rifies the Heart, wherever it is in Exerciſe ; and eon 
take Comfort in or from the Covenant, and yet take 
Pleaſure in Sin, at the ſame Time, is a Dream oft 
and a Deluſion that the Believer: cannot be under 
unleſs he be in a Fit of Temptation. But as een 
Sin prevailing, Sin may prevail againft a Believer 
and yet he may have Comfort in the Covenant; a 
David had, when he ſays, Iniquitics prevail againſt ms 
they are againſt my Will, againſt my Heart, again 
my Prayers, againſt my Inclinations ; and he un 
mediatelie adds, A for our Tranſereſfons, thx wilt poy 
them away, Plal. 65. 5. Bur thou, poor Soul, tha 
fays You never found the ſanctifying Virtue of the 
Covenant ; Why, did You never get Grace to wreſtle 
againſt Sin? That is ſome Virtue Doth Prev 


Jency of Sin never humble You tb the Duſt? Tha W. 
is ſome Virtue. Do You fee and lament Your unn 
Unholineſs? That is fome Virtue. Doth the Senſe ee 
| oe Feeling of the Power of Sin never make You 6 
Jong for compleat Victory and Freedom from 1 
- 4 
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That is ſome Virtue. Did the Power of a Body o 

Neath never make you look-upon yourſelves as wretch- 
4, ſaying, O wretched Perſon that I am, who will deliver. 
w from it ?. That is ſome Virtue. Did the Preva- 


krift, the Fountain open for Sin and for Unclean- 
2 That is ſome: Virtue. Are You never glad of 
ny Victory You got over Your Corruption? Y 
hat is ſome Virtue. How do You find it wi: 
ou, when the * of the Covenant is ſhining on 
our Soul? Do 

inſt Sin? Then that is ſome Virtue. How do you 
End it with you betwixt Hands, when Iniquity is pro- 
railing! Do You not find yourſelf uneaſie, and out of 
Your Element, ay till the Lord return? That is ſome 
irtue. Do not deny the fanctifying Virtue of the 
venant ; and what can be the Reaſon of it, that e- 
en tho You ſign the Covenant, and go into it, yet 
You find fo life of its powerful ſanctifying Virtue? 
Ill tell You one Reaſon of Your Ficklenefs and In- 
onſtancie this Way: It may be, when You ſigned 
the Covenant, You put not Your Name at the Foot 
of the Bond, but ſet your Name too far up, as if You 


able Parties from Eternity, the Father and the Son; 
and You forſooth, would have Your Name in the 
Midſt of the Contract, as if You were promiſing 
and contracting ſomething for Your Part 'comundtlic 
with him, who is the Firſt and, the Laſt, and the 
All of the Covenant. Remember You arè but a 
poor Aflenter at beſt, and therefore put Your Name 
lower down; for Your Work is juſt to do No- 
thing, but to conſent to take him, to do all Your 


Work in You, and for You; for, ſays the Lord, 


n $i my Context here, My Glory will I not give to an- 
% He accounts it the Standing of his Glory, 
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Lncie of Sin never drive You to the Blood of 


ou not find Your Heart riſing a- 


rere a Party covenanting; You are to ſign as a Party 
enſenting, but not as a Party contracting: The Co- 
venant was drawn up, and ſigned by two unchange- 


v8 perform all that is within the Covenant ne 5 
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* will not let any ſootie Seullion of Hell, lite 


ou or me, count our Doits among his Gold. Th 
igher Place that vou take for Your Name in M 
Covenant, the more fickle are You ; but the lone ; 
Place, the more ſtable: Therefore, when you fg 
the Covenant anew, put Your Name farther dom 
* low his who is the Covenant of the People; &! 
en be the All of the Covenant to You, til ; 
Worker of all Your Work, and You but an OM ji 
waiter; for his Glorie he will not give to anothel 4 
Perhaps ſome may be ſaying, O Sir, the Thin 1 
that fears me at this Occaſion, is this, I am put ail x 
in Confuſion, with the Differences that are amo ü 
You that are Miniſters. What do I know, bi i 
the Reproach of a new Scheme does juſtly bela i: 
to ſome of vou, and that I may be in a Deu 0 
fion? What do I know, but Your Way of opa x 
ing the Covenant of Grace may be ſuch as other ir 
will call an Enemy to the Law, and to Holineß f g 
Why, what ſhall I ſay to You, poor Thing? I A 
Cod be true, and every Man a Liar. The Lo u 
forbid that we ſhould ſpeak wickedly for God, a4 as 
talk deceirfullie for him. If there be anie Peri T 
here, that never found this Doctrine of Grace ha Ci 
anie other Tendencie than to lead them to Ll Cl 
centiouſneſs, I'll pawn my LIfe, that he is not th 
Believer, but a Perſon ignorant of the Myſterie off ol, 
the Goſpel. But what fay you, Believer, can G1 
your Experi:nce bear Witneſs for God, and I an 
racious Cc enant, that however vile and unnod fec 
15 vou bind Yourſelf to be, yet when the ei be. 
Covenant Cord of fre2 Grace 1s wrapt about rag vi 
Heart, does it draw you ro tue Love of Sin, or to le 
Love of Holineſs? The more livelie Faith you h and 
of Chriſt's being Your Treaſure, Your Righteous tri, 
neſs, Your Covenant, Your Ai! for Debt and Dull for 
both, do You not find Holineis the more lovelie i for 
You, and his Love conſtrainine roi the more tos 4 
0 


light in his Service? Let the Word of God, a 
8 | 0 
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the Experience of all the Saints, in an Agreeablenoſs 


thereto, decide Matters of this Sort. But, O poor Be- 


liever,' do not caſt out with Chriſt, tho even manie 


of his Friends ſhould caſt out with one another; be not 
fiimbled in a Day of Reproaches and Offences ; bleſ- 
{ed are they that ſhall not be offended at Chriſt; 
ſer Your Hearts go in to the Offer of Chriſt as a Co- 
renant, to make you both holie and happie. Now 
if rou have got little this Day, leave the Complaint 
upon vourſelves, for God and his Ordinances are not 
to blame; Your Iniquities do ſeparate betwixt You 
and Your God; and yet, ſay not vou have got no- 
thing, if vou have gor but a Crumb, for a Cramb 
is ſomething that bodes that there is more coming 
in the Lord's Time and Way. Why, what is a 
Cramb ? If vou be made more humble than you 
was, that is a Crumb. Have You got more Inſight 
into the Covenant? That is a Crumb. Have vou 
got more Deſire after Chriſt! Thar is- e Crumb. 
Are vou longing more to be free of Sin, and like 
unto Chriſt? That's a Crumb. Have vou got ſo much 
as gives you a Stomachfor another Marriage: Supper? 


That is a Crumb. If vou have not got fo much as / 


Crumb, Believer, it may be waiting for you in a 
Cloſet, or a ſecret Corner; and in the mean Time, 
the Lord may be calling vou to reflect upon ſome 
old long ſince Experience, when vou got a more ſenſible 
Grip of the Covenant than now ; and to live by Faith 
and wait at Wiſdom's Door. And you at have been 
fed, and feaſted this Day, O revive, through Grace, 


henceforth, a ſtated War againſt 21! Ibriſes Enemies 


within You and without vou; ag do all von can, to 
keep the Ground vou have gained upon Enemies; 
and fit not down ſecure, otherwiſe Satan will oon 


for God hath fed vou, to run the Race that is ſet be- 
fore You, and to. ſtrive who ſhall run faſteſt in the 
Way ro Heaven, following Chriſt the Forerunner; 
You are to follow none, but as they follow —_ 


trip up Your Heels; ly not down to ſlecp after Meat, 


—_ 
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The moſt Godly Minffiers are but limited Examples: 
vou are to follow them ſo far as they follow Crit, 
but no farther, Be ye Followers of me (ſaid Paul) 47 
am of Cbriſi: Take the Word of God for Your Rule, 
and Goſpel-I ruth for Your Standard, and the rather 
that there are many in this Generation, who would 
be content that ſome Goſpel- Truths were ſcraped out 


of the Bible; but let your * be, Lord, ſend 


« forth thy Light and thy Truth, that they may 


« guide me. In a Word, Your Life muſt be 2 


Living by Faith upon the Covenant, the unchangeable 
Covenant, that is eſtabliſhed betwixt two unchangeable 
Parties, the Father and the Son. Here is a fare 
Ground of Faith; whereas the Reaſon of Your ſtagger- 
ing is, becauſe vou put in Yourſelf as the one Party, 
who art but a Changeling, that changes every Touch; 
but ir is concluded betwixt two unchangeable Parties, 
whereof none of them ever rues the Bargain. (), 
fays the poor Soul, tho I have been helped to con- 
ſent to this Covenant, and ſubſcribe it with all my 


Heart, yet I fear I play the Devil, and my Heart 


break looſe again. Yea, it may be ſo, but this Co- 
venant ſays, III have you to Ges, if you were 
even a Devil; I'll draw vou back again tho you were 
even in the very Mouth of Hell: And I think, you 
will find he hath done fo heretofore, Believer, when 
You thought You was fo far down in the Pit, that the 
Lord would never return again to lift vou up: He 
hath. returned, and ſurprixed vou; and, it may be, 
hath done fo, at this Occaſion. O bleſs him, and 
ſerve him, and improve his Covenant ; yea, let me 
tell vou, Believer, you having embraced the Cove- 
nant, it lies upon God's Honour to keep You, be- 
cauſe he ſtands engaged to his Son; his Word ef 


Honour is paſt. 


Some, it may be, are ſtill queſtioning their Right 
to believe, their Right to take Chriſt, their. Right to 
ſabſcribe to this Covenant; they ſtand, as it were, 
at the Back of the Door, ſay ing, What Right * 
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1? Indeed, if vou were a Party and Actor in this 
Covenant, You might ſpeak at that Rate; but that 
you are not, You are only to be Aſſenter a Con- 


enter. Your Legal Heart dreams ay, that God will 


not accept of you, unleſs you do ſo and ſo: But know 


that God in Chriſt do all here; and they have bound 
themſelves, by this Covenant to do all: And if you 


vill do any Thing, ſtay till you be able to do more 


than God hath done, than Chriſt hath done; and that 
will never be. God engaged, in this Covenant, to 
hold Chrift's Hand, and to uphold him in the Work 
of Redemption; the Father bears equal Burden in the 
Work; and all the three Perſons of the Glorious 
Trinity had an equal Will to it; and therefore, ſee- 
ng a Trinity hath done it, the Work is compleatly 
done. O what Fools are they then, that refuſe to join 


in with this Covenant, becauſe of their own Short- 
coming, and becauſe they cannot de fo and ſo? Why, 
ron can do all that You are bound to do in this Cove- | 


nant, and that is juſt nothing at all; for Chrift is the 
Covenant, and the All in All of it. If ever you do 
any Thing in God's Sight acceptable, it is the Co- 
venant of Grace that does it 18 You. But now, as to 
your Right to come to this Covenant, what Right 
would You have, but meikle Miſchief and Miſery to 
be a Right on Your Part, and the Offer, Call, and 
Command of Heaven to be a Right on God's Part? 
There is all the Right to believe that I know. You 
would have a Right founded upon ſome Righteo1ſhels 
of Yoyr own; You would have in your clouted Cloke 
wich his fair Robe; but God will have none of your 
dlackeneq Righteouſneſs. The Right is now, Wel- 
come a hard Heart, to get ſoftening Grace out of this 
Covenant. Welcome guilty Soul to get pardoning Grace 
out of this Covenant: Welcome, filthy Sinner, to get ſan- 
Ufying Grace out of this Covenant; Welcome, Chief 
of Sinners, Sinner above all Sinners, welcome to come 
and get Salvation out of this Covenant. Will vou 
tien object, and ſay, O I cannor turn from Sin, _ 


| 
I 
bs 
Ss ® 
* I 
| 
3 
5 * 
A 
4 
4 
$ 
L 
; 
4 
1 


i 
7 4 * 
* 9 
$44 r R 
f v4 © an = * _ 
R 
4 3 2 of 
1 f 


n 477 
©. 
* br 
9 Sy bs * 
2 * 8 IP 
T2 4 
* R Y * 1 vs 
\ 5 . * 5 
[ 8 
©) , 
„ 


J muſt do that before I come? Why Man, will rout 
me, who but the Devil taught you to take Chrif 
Room, and'to take his Work and Employment out 
his Hand ? His Name is. Jeſus, becauſe he ſaves fig 
Sin. O let him in, and he will ſpeak for himfel 
che will fay to the Devil, Stand by, for 1 have br 
ep your Head ; he will ſay to Sin, Stand by, for 
have condemned you by the Sacrifice of my ſelf: H 
condemned Sin in the Fleſh. Yea, he will fay 
goſtice, Let me through to Heaven, wich all n 
Ranſomed at my Back; fer I have given you fy 
Satisfaction O let him ſpeak for himſelf. Chil 
hath got the guiding of all about the Covenant; any 
when we take him, we take Holineſs with him, w 
take perfect Holineſs in him for Juſtification ; and wi 
get an imparted Holineſs from him for Sanctification 
What is the Reaſon: of your Want of Holineſs ? Be 
cauſe you do not take Chriſt: What is the Reaſar 
that ſome who take Chriſt, have little Holineſs about 
them? Even becauſe they take him very aukwardly 
if I may fo call it, they take him backwardly. If ve 
were better at taking what God gives, we would find 
more . Holineſs ſpringing up ; whole taking of hin 
would make whole Holineſs to you, but your broken 
taxing of him makes broken Holineſs. he is the 
Performer of the Covenant, and the Performance it{lf, 
the Doer of all our Work. in us and for us: And! 
our taking him, and believing on him were more pet- 
feet, our Holineſs would be more perfect too, for dn 
Faith purifies the Heart; a poor lean Faith males b 
poor lean Obedience and Sanctification. O if you ge, 
could get Chriſt once in your Arms, you get all that - 
the Father hath promiſed : But poor Soul, the beſt }ﬀ:* 
Way for you, when you find your pwn Weakneſs and i ) 
Wickedneſs, and fear the Father Wrath, is to take N 
Chriſt, as it were, and ſnut him into the Father's Arms, f U 
and that will pleaſe him; when you get Chriſt in I 5 
your Arms, you want no more, you 4 all you 0 


need; and when God the Father gets Chriſt in his 


Arms, 


. 
ms, he wants no more, he hath all that he ſeels, 
7 is my beloved Sou in whom 1 am well pleaſed, „ CET 
Know this Covenant, as it is enlarged upon, in the 
fert and Context 1. It is a Covenant for Light, a 
icht to the Gentiles : Chrift is the Wiſdom and 
ht of poor Souls, and teaches them all the 
ons that they learn: What Leſfons? Why, he 
xls them what is the Way to Heaven, ſaying, I am 
E Hay; he preaches himſelf, and it ſets him well ſo 
do; He ſhews them how.a Man is made full by 
wtying himſelf ; When I am weak, then am I ftrong. 
any fay, III do „ Part of the Covenant, he his 
kt; why, that is all wrong ? if Tu make him not 
he All of the Covenant, you make him nothing. He 
raches a Man how to diſcern his Voice, My Sheep hear 
y Vice. e cauſes them to diſcern a ſpiritual Preach- 
ig, a Goſpel Preaching ; a ſpiritual Prayer, a ſpiritu- 
i Ecerciſe. Some will tell us, it 1s the Great and 
Leamed Folk of the World that know Preaching beſt: 
Ya, ſome Learning may make them know how 
Words clink together, but he who is the Light of the 
entiles, makes all, whom he ſavingly enlightens, to 
mow his Voice in a Preaching, The ſpiritual Man judges 
Things; he teaches them to read God's Will out of a 
Providence, and to ſee more of God in ſome Provi- 
dences, than others ſee in all his Ordinances, he teaches 
them to make uſe of the Enemies Weapons againſt 
themſelves. Why, ſays Satan, will ſuch a vile Thing, 
j thou art, come to Ghrift ? Yea, ſays the Soul, be- 
Gufe I am vile, I am the more fit. He teaches them 
how to dwell beſide the Fountain, and how to live 
near God; and the man that doth this, cannot ay live 
won two Prayers in the Day. You that never knew - 
any more about Prayer than your Morning and Even- 
ug ſet Time, of Prayer, it ſeems you was never taugh 
by hm that is the Light of the Gentiles. Q_ 
uke him, and he will teach you how to cry, As 
fauler, and to rejoice and work Righteouſneſs: Owha, 
Quik comes, and diſcovers imfelf to the Soul, wen 


ith 


Rebel and Traitor to God; he hath not much IIl t 


on, they think all their Sins are Sins of Infirmity 


| C3.) 
his Robes Royal on him, that Soul is filled with | 
and Peace in believing. 
- 2. It is a Covenant for Sight, to open blind Ext 
A Man that is called Is us, opened mine Eyes, f 
the blind Man. O there are many ſorts of hi 
People, that need to go to Chriſt for openingt 
Eyes: Some are blind Atheiſis, who ſay in th 
Hearts, There is no God; they fee not the Majeſty 
God, they ſee not the Juſtice of God, they ſec 
the Grace of God, &. O that they were flocking 
him who is the Opener of blind Eyes. Some are hl 
Civilians, they are very civil in their Walk, þ 
as far from Grace as the former; they do not! 
cern the Things of God, know nothing about C 
of Conſcience ; There are ſome Mens Prayers a 
Preaching they underſtand not, if they be Spiri 
and Evangelical: The Man knows not himſelf, but 
pure in his own Eyes; his Neighbours, it may be, v 
call him a good Man, an honeſt Man, and he jud 
himſelf to be what People call him, and yet he 1 


Men can challenge, but O there are many Thin 
that God can challenge him for. God can ſee his Vi 
in the Thing that he thinks to be Virtue and Inn 
cence; he may pray, and is content and conceit 
to hear himſelf pray, and he fees no Fault in! 
Prayers. O have not ſuch need of Chriſt to o 
their Eyes? Some are blind in the Matters of Relig 


No Doubt we are Sinners, ſay they, and great St 
ners; who want their Faults more than we? O blu 
Souls! know that Chrift is the Opener of blind Ex 
There are blind Folk that know their bodily Cat 
but not that of their Souls ; they obſerve Bodll 
Providences, bur not Soul Providences ; they kno 
not Down-caſtings nor Upriſings of Soul: O go tl 
Chriſt, and he will ler you ſee. Some are blue 
with Reſpect to any diſtinct Knowledge of the Geb 


pel, they ſee not the Ground of Faith; they 2 
| * 


C2 
id their Faith on their little Bit of Holineſs, ra- 
than on God's holy Covenant, that only can 


ke them holy; and hence their Holineſs is ay toy 


i Ek: They ſee not how a Man is juſtified in a 
es, n, by an imputed Righteouſneſs, a Righteoulhg 
ft bs complear and full ; they ſee not how juſtifi- 
gon can be compleat, without ſomewhat of their 
1 thin, to make it look fair in God's Sight: O ſeek in to 


nt, that he may open your 1 Again, many 
e blind with Reſpec to true Faith, they cannot 
e a Reaſon of their Faith; they have loſt their 
ext, and cannot give a Ground upon which they 
lere: It may be, they will ſay, they have be- 
red all their Days. O Stranger to Faith! The 
mn of God is given to be the Opener of blind Eyes, 
is a Covenanted Eye-ſalve for all blind Folk. 
men, | | 
. It is 2 Covenant for Ziberty, to bring the Pri- 
ners out of the Priſon-houſe : The Son of God is the 
oer of Priſoners,” by his covenanted Indenture with 
Wc Father ; the Spirit of the Lord God is upoh him, 
r he hath anointed him: Why, Chriſt knows all the 
riſon-houſes, and all the Bands; he was made like 
uo us in all Things, Sin only excepted ; Such an High 
ef became us, &c. Yea, Chriſt carries all the Keys 
[the Priſon-houſe ; the Keys of Hell and Death are 
his Hand; he opens, and none ſhuts ; and ſhuts, 
d none opens. The Devil, it may be, hath the poor 
dal bound Hand and Foot in the Prifor but in comes 
e King of Nations, the Clink of whoſe Keys makes 
ll the Devils tremble, and he orders the Jaylor to 
emove his Chains; then, Dumb and deaf Spirit, T charge. 
re to come out of him, ſaid Chriſt to the poſſeſt Man 
i the Goſpel ; ſo ſays he, when he comes to looſe a 
moner, Thou wicked, unclean Spirit, I charge thee 
o come out; Thou covetous and worldly Spirit, I 
large thee to come out; Thou Atheiſtical, unbehev- 
be Spirit; Thou lying and ſwearing, Thou drunken and 
lebauched Spirit, Cc. I charge thee to come out, let 
L 2 that 


„ 


that Soul go free; and if TE Son make you free, the 
are you free indeed. It may be the Law hath th 
Man in Chains; for by the Law is the Knowledgea 
Conviction of Sin The Law comes and ſeeks his M. 
ſter's Rent, ſaying, Pay what thou oweſt; and the 8 
rit of God comes along with the Law, ang convict 
Man, and he every Day hears himſelf cried over 
Croſs, as it were, and. put to the King's Horn, the 
being many Bands regiſtrate upon him ; he 1s carri 
to Priſon. and there he lies, fearing the Wrath 
God, and the Execution of the Curſe,and Threatnin 
of the holy Law. But behold, the Son ot God come 
faying, Open to me the Gates of Righteouſneſ;, | 
Name is, Tyr Lord our RicHTEoOusNtss. I 
'Law is exceeding broad, but there ts a Righteouſte 
as broad as it can be. Many are long in this Pei 
becauſe they take a "Threatening, and dwell upon tha 
but believe the Goſpe!-promiſe, and grip to the Go 
pel-Righteouſneſs, and you ſhall be looſed. Othe 
dwell long in this Priſon, becauſe. if they take a Pr 
miſe, they 'take a conditional] Promiſe, and maken 
right Uſe of it, ſuch as that, 7 you that fear 
Name, ſhal the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe. There i 
ſweet Premiſe, the Sun of Righteouſneſs his Ariſing 
but then the Condition of ferring his Name, that knock 
off their Fingers, and hinders them from applying 
becauſe they think they want the Condition : Ther: 
fore, Man, eicher take an abſolute Promiſe, that hat 
no Condition in it at all, promiſing the Conditio 
too; or elſe, if you apply the Conditional Promik 
take Chriſt for the Condition to make up all ta ya 
and then you will find a Looſing of Priſon-Band 
If you will not be content every Day and ez 
Hour of the Day, to be in God's Common, in Fre 
Grace's Common, you will ly and rot in your Priſo 
Many abide long in this Priſon, becauſe they wol 
fain live to two Husbands, both Chriſt and the La 
We cannot live to Chriſt, unleſs we be dead to th 


Law, Gal. 2. 19, 20. but the Man would 9 
2 0 


BR 
Chriſt for a Husband, and yet ſtand ſeeking to an- 
wer the Demands of the Law: But whenever tho 
Law demands any Thing of you, you muſt ſend the 


11s Ml Law to Chriſt, that he may anſwer it, and then you 
he Sp will be looſed. Some abide long in Priſon, becauſe 
ict i they build the Faith of God's Love on the Work ef 


God, and not on the Truth of God; and hence it is, 
mat when God's Work within them Divines, then 
their Faith Divines alſo; but Faith will never be 
firm and ſtable, till it build more upon the Truth 
of the Covenant. The ſtable Chriſtian lives by Bills 
of Exchange, but the weak, unſtable Soul counts all 
by what he hath in his Pocket; by what he hath 
in Hand, and not by what he hath upon Bond. 
But how does Chriſt, the Covenant of the People, 
open the Priſon-doors ? Why, he even teaches the 
Soul to ſay, Let Satan, Sin, Juſtice, and the Law 
come along with me to Chriſt ; and what I can- 
not anſwer, he can; what I want, he hach enough 
to ſupply. Come, and lay all my Sins on my Back, 
that I may away to Chriſt with them, and get 
more Mercy and Grace, for Chriſt is. the All in 
all of this new Covenant: And in this Way the 
Priſoner is looſed, to the Devil's ſhame, and ta 
Chriſt's Honour. Stand to your Liberty, poor Soul, 
and let your Sins and Wants haſten, and bring you 
forward to venture upon Chriſt, that he may IHoſe 
you. O that the Day of the Son of Man were 
come, when Zion will get a Thouſand Atheiſts at a 
Draught, when Chriſt will get a Multitude of Pri- 
ſoners Iiberate ! | 
4. It is a gloriows Covenant, contrived wholly for 
n God, and debaſing ſelf; therefore it fol- 
ows, 1 am the Lord, that is my Name, my Glory will 
not give to another, nor my Praiſe to graven Images, 
God accounts it the ſtanding of his Glory, to perform 
all that is in this Covenant. and not to give any 
Creature a ſhare of it, he will not break his Credit 
haying once engaged himſelf in Covenant; and he will 
NOT 
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C WJ 
not ſuffer any to gather up the Rent and Revenue of it 
bur himſelf., My Glory will I not give to another, It 
Rands on his Glory, his Word of Honour, his Word 
Royal; he himſelf will do all, and no Inſtrument 
mall have the Glory of it. If you give Inftrument 
any of the Glory, it is the Way to blaſt the Inſtru- 
ments; and blaſted may they be, rather than that 
Chriſt ſhould want any of the Glory due unto his 
Name. Therefore, for the Lord's fake, If ye get any 
Thing this Day, do not give the Glory to any Inſtru- 
ment; for, ſays God, I am the Lord, that is ny 
Name, and my Glory will I not give to another: And, 
for his Glory's fake, do not think of doing any 
Part of the Work yourſelves; there ſhall none get 
any of his Glory but himſelf. Means belong to you 
and, in God's Name, I charge you to make Uſe of 
them, and the Obligation ro Duty lies*tipon you : 
But if you have any Regard for the Glory of God, 
Jet God have the Glory of the whole Performance; 
not I, but Grace: Either the Lord will bring yeu to 
this, or he will bring you to nothing. Let it be your 
Maxim in Religion, to make always much Room for 
the free Grace of God in Chriſt. h 
What ſhall J make of all this you have been telling 
me? Why, have your Hearts gone into the Cove- 
ant of free Grace? Then I call you to a Duty, 
ſuch as you have, Verſe 10. Sing unto the Lord a 
nem Song, and his Praiſes from the Ends of the Earth: 
Whence you may notice, That when God * 
ing a full and free Covenant, then it is a fit Time 
to injoin a Duty; for then the Man is at this, 
O what ſhall I render to the Lord? Nothing ad- 
vances Holineſs ſo much as the getting a full and free 
Covenant: Why, becanſe Chriſt walks in the Midſt 
of the Covenant, and he is the Covenant, and the 
Whole of the Covenant; and when the Covenant 
comes, he comes; and his very Preſence warms the 
Heart, and that Warmneſs enlarges it, and then 
the Man is at that with it, 74 run the Way of thy 
Com- 
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Commandments, becauſe thou enlargeſi my Heart. Yea, 
when the free Covenant comes to a Man, and' gets 
the Throne, then Holineſs will run of Courſe. e 
Narrowneſs of your Thoughts of free Grace hin- 
ders all your Holineſs, for Chriſt will not fit down 
where the Covenant gets not the Throne. When 
the free Covenants comes, it makes Self go to the 
Door, and bids Pride be gone; for Holineſs hath 
a Charge never to lodge in the ſame Room with 
Pride. When the Covenant comes in, Pride goes 
out ; and when Pride goes out; Holineſs comes 1n, 
for he gives Grace to the Humble ; and the moſt 
fweetly humbling Thing in all the World, is a 
View of the free Covenant, where God gets all the 
Glory, and Sei nothing of it: Nay, when the Co- 
yenant comes, it makes Self think ſhame of itſelf, 
and hide its Face with Bluſhes. In a Word, when 
the Covenant comes, it contains in its Boſom all 
the Furniture that is neceſſary for making a Man 
holy ; and alſo, this Covenant ſhews to a Man that 
much is forgiven him; and when much is forgiv- 
en him, he loves much. And where there is much 
Love, there is mach Holineſs, for the Love of 
Chriſt conſtrains him: Therefore, where this Co- 


venant never comes, Holineſs never grows; but when 


the Covenant of Grace in its Freedom and Ful- 
neſs takes Place with a Soul, there Holinefs flou- 
riſhes. Would you know .wherefore there is fo 
much Wickedneſs, and ſo little Holineſs in Scot- 
land, for all the talking of Holineſs, as if the free 
Diſpenſation of Goſpel-Grace would marr it? The 
very Reaſon is, Little of this Covenant is known; 
Men keep faſt hold of their Siu, becauſe they will 
not take hold of this Covenant. Where there is 
nothing of this Covenant, there is no Holineſs, 
where little of this Covenant, there is little Holi- 
neſs, and where much of this Covenaw takes Place, 
mers is much Holineſs. | 55% 
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The new Covenant brings in tbe new Song, Ve! 
10. Sing unto the Lord a new Song, and the ney} 
Sung is the new Obedience; and the new Obe 
ence is the Obedience of Faith and Love, af} 
that Obedience of Faith and Love is Goſpel-Hoa 
Iineſs. O then, let the Goſpel-covenant have Rainy! 


or Holineſs will never thrive : Take in the Co. 


venant, and ir will make you ſing, Si to hut 
LoRpD a new Song, and his Praiſes to the Ende of thi 
Earth; fir he that «ffercth Praiſe glorifieth Gus: And 
the more you glorify God, the more will yay 
Holineſs will be like that of the Redeemed abo 
who are linging the new Song in the new Jeruſalem, 
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